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SYSTEMATIZATION OF THE ORGANIZATION AND NUMBER OF
EARLY QING SUPERVISING SECRETARIES AND CENSORS (F}3#)

XIANG Qiaofeng

From the perspective of official personnel from the Ming dynasty onward,
Supervising Secretaries and Censors were the “pure and vital” posts that, along
with the membership in the Hanlin Academy (##F¢) and the Ministry of Person-
nel (3E#B), were the most important approaches for advancement to Senior Offi-
cials (B4 E), Minister of the Ministry of Personnel (3#}f33) and Grand Secre-
tary of the Grand Secretariat (PJEIREL).

Supervising Secretaries and Censors supervised the Six Ministries which were
primarily responsible for administration, amending the imperial political system and
restraining the emperor’s actions with their proposals, however, the pure and vital
position was abolished at the start of the Shunzhi's (IEi&) reign due to the dissatis-
faction of the Qing emperor at being constrained. The direct measures taken were
cutting back the number of Supervising Secretaries and Censors and adding
Manchu members and thus increasing their Manchu character. By weakening the
power of Remonstrance Officials (§E), the emperor prevented their collusion and
strengthened Manchu imperial power.

As a result, Supervising Secretaries and Censors were reorganized, thus Chi-
nese bureaucracy and politics were transformed remarkably during the period
when the Ming Dynasty was being replaced with the Qing.

THE DIPLOMATIC SYSTEM OF THE JIN DYNASTY AND THE EMBASSIES
FROM KORYO : AN ATTEMPT AT THE RECONSTRUCTION
OF THE ROUTE OF THE NEW YEAR’S EMBASSY
FROM KORYO TO JIN IN 1204

TovOSHIMA Yuka

In this article I examined the diplomatic embassies between Koryo Korea and
the Jin dynasty with the purpose of revealing new aspects of the diplomatic system
in Northeast Asia during the 12"-13" century. I paid special attention to docu-



ments composed by Kim Kuk-ki €% C. during his travel from Koryd to Jin as
member of the New Year’'s embassy to the Jin court in 1204. To analyze these
texts, I first consulted historical sources concerning the court ceremonies of the Jin
dynasty and travel accounts to Jin written by Song Chinese, in order to understand
the system of diplomatic ceremonies and protocol in Jin. Then, I reconstructed the
route of the Korean embassy to Jin based on the information from these sources.

In Part One, I briefly summarized the historical relationship between Koryo
and Jin, looking at the questions : what kinds of embassies and how many embassies
were sent between these two countries? Next, in Part Two, I reconstructed the
route between Kaegyong B4l in Koryd and the capital of Jin based on the texts
composed by Kim Kuk-ki, travel records made by other Korean embassies to Jin,
and travel records to Jin written by Song Chinese. I also drew a map of this travel
route based on these results. Further, I also investigated the schedule of the
Korean embassy in the Jin capital by comparing it with the schedule of the Song
and Xixia embassies during their stays in the Jin capital. For that purpose, I first
analyzed sources on diplomatic protocol in Jin and travel records of Song Chinese to
Jin, and revealed the schedule and diplomatic protocol applied to foreign embassies
by the Jin court in general. By comparing the texts of Kim Kuk-ki with the informa-
tion from these sources, I drew a picture of the activities of diplomatic embassies
from Song, Koryo and Xixia in the Jin capital, and clarified the differences and
hierarchy in the treatment toward these three countries by Jin.

The Korean embassy to Jin in 1204, which is the main topic in this article, is one
of the earliest embassies sent from the Korean peninsula to a Chinese dynasty as an
official embassy to Yanjing (vonhaengsa #e47f#). In the later centuries, during the
Yuan, Ming and Qing dynasty embassies were frequently sent to Yanjing, with the
purpose of diplomatic negotiations, trade and cultural interaction. These activities
exerted great influence on society on the Korean peninsula. As a further research
topic, I would like to examine the importance of embassies during the Jin period in
the context of the history of Sino-Korean diplomatic relations.



