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Abstract

Shinran and Heidegger — both major figures in their respective fields of Japanese Buddhism
and European philosophy — have been the object of a long range of comparative philosophical
investigations. Therefore, many new insights into the similarities between their two different
traditions of thought have been acquired. However, such comparative research has overlooked
adequately showing the differences in the approaches of these two thinkers. This article brings
them into dialogue. As with every dialogue, the purpose will not be only to show their similarities,
but also to draw out clearly the differences of their two positions. I will choose jinen, one of the
keywords in Shinran’s thought, as the foundation of the dialogue to clarify Shinran’s thought based
on Heidegger's standpoint. The kanji for jinen was first used as a translation of the western no-
tion of “nature” in Meiji period. The same kanji has since this time come to be read not as jinen,
but as shizen. So, the question is, then : what is the difference between jinen and “nature”? I will
first introduce Heidegger’s interpretation of the term physis, and then discuss Shinran's under-
standing of jinen as it relates to the antipodes of physis and techne. My analysis of jinen shows it
to be strongly connected to four other terms: “Amida,” “faith,” “Pure Land,” and “salvation.”
After a clarification of these connections I will discuss the nature of the Pure Land as a place, i. e.,
as an expression of the action of jinen. The common explanation of the salvation of humans is
based on a view that holds that humans get their faith from Amida and therefore can be born in
the Pure Land. However, the complexity of Shinran’s thinking lies in his understanding of the
Pure Land as a non-placed place. This two-fold structure of salvation involves a worldview and
practice in order to jinen. 1 will, in the next part, in connection with this analysis of Shinran's
thinking based on Heidegger’'s question, let the positions of these two thinkers again become
closer together. I will discuss their soteriologies in connection to Heidegger’'s understanding of
Gelassenheit. Jinen — as well as the notion of Gelassenheit — presupposes a return to a homeland
by humans. But, here the difference in their assumptions must be considered : Heidegger relates
to the world based on knowledge, while Shinran sees jinen as a way of accessing the world, which
accepts it as it is in a specific moment, meaning one receives the world unconditionally. This dif-
ference has its origin in understanding humans either as Being-in-the-world or Being-over-the-
world.

Keywords : Shinran, Heidegger, jinen, dialogue, soteriology



