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Abstract

This paper looks at how the year art aesthetician Nakai Sotaro (1879-1966) spent studying
in Europe (1922-1923) later influenced his research. Letters during his European stay are used
as the main source of information, while newly available materials related to him and his wife Ai
and the materials in the collection of the Art Museum of Kyoto City University of Arts are also
referenced for this study. Being interested in ancient and modern art, Nakai and his wife based
themselves in Paris and travelled to museums and ruins in London, Germany, Italy and Spain to
see the actual works of art they were studying. Meanwhile, works by contemporary French
artists they saw in Paris and the Exposition d'Art Japonais (Paris, 1922) helped them to reflect
on the future of art in Japan, leading them to suggest referencing the spirit and development
method of modern western art for creating Nihonga paintings. Upon returning to Japan, he
focused on the common characteristics between western art and his study of Japanese art,
resulting in his research discussing the value and creation of universal art that transcends the
framework of both western and Japanese art.

Key words : Suita Soboku, Irie Hako, Tsuchida Bakusen, Reception of European Art, Japanese
Art Studies



