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Summary

Due to several discussions made by many intellectuals, the discussion on efficiency in
Japanese intellectual history field of Taisho period should not be overlooked.

In former researches, business administration is the mainstream. Not only because the
efficiency theory is highly relevant to “Scientific Management”, but also the one advocator of
Scientific Management is a famous scholar named Frederick Winslow Taylor in business
administration.

On the other hand, the influence of efficiency theory as one sort of cultural phenomenon is not
discussed in the scholarship of business management, and cultural history studies which focuses
on “the life-improvement movement” related to efficiency theory is the mainstream nowadays.
But these previous scholarship only discusses on the surface of efficiency theory, hence it is a
stretch to say that the historical context was fully investigated.

Above all, the context of intellectual history including cultural phenomenon in the efficiency
theory of the prevalent period, which has not been the spot of research until now. Rethinking the
context between 1910 to 1920, when the efficiency theory has been popular— the efficiency
theory used to be the work proposals, entering the daily life at that time, as reorganizing of human
being’s motion.

Keywords : Efficiency movement (efficiency theory), Commerce and industry business and

daily life, Modern Life, Scientific Management and Mental efficiency enhancement,
happiness and concept as a human beings
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