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Abstract

My lecture is an invitation to see Elvis Presley as a trickster who, during his reign as king of
rock n’ roll, doubly crossed the gaps embedded not only in music industry but more profoundly in
the nation itself throughout its history. Not only did the poor Southern boy become the flashy
international hero but he did so by becoming a “hillbilly cat” or, in Sam Phillip’s words, “a white
boy with authentic Negro sound and Negro feel.” How was that possible ?

We look at pop music as an essential part of the new economy that featured production and
purchasing of images. In the late 1950s Elvis's voice and body stirred the desire of millions of
teenagers to transgress into the urban black culture. We examine how Elvis's singing came to
assume the conspicuously black styles and how he blended it with the passionate, sincere singing
developed in country music.

The attempts to graft the rockabilly craze to the contemporary Japanese pop market was
only partially successful for social and historical reasons. However, in the latter half of the1960s
as Japan became more exposed to the rock beat, a new domestic-oriented genre emerges. The
performances of Mori Shin’ichi and Aoé Mina combine traditional Japanese body dynamics with
musical idioms of R&B including Elvis’s vibration in triplets. By tracing the roots of what was
later to be called Enka, we will once again witness the tremendous crosscultural impact Elvis
made on the inhabitants of this planet.

Keywords : rock n’ roll, black music, triplet beat, rikimi & blues, pop market
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