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Summary

This paper explores how Japanese mass media communicated the Donghak Peasant
Movement. Generally, war involves confidential information control by the state. Installation of
the imperial general headquarters was proceeded secretly to mass media and the imperial diet.
To present a just cause, the Japanese government claimed that they would reform the premodern
politics of Korea. Japan proceeded diplomatic negotiation to expel uncooperating Qing China and
planned military occupation of the Korean palace.

This paper analyzes all the reports on the Donghak Peasant Movement by the major
journalistic magazine “Nisshin Senso Jikk:” and two of the most influential newspapers “Tokyo
Asahi Shinbun” and “Nippon™. The analysis shows that although “ Tokyo Asahi” and “Nippon”
saw the Donghak Peasant Revolution as reformists, they gradually reported it as rioters. This
change parallels the transition of the Donghak Peasant Movement to a major anti-Japanese
resistance. The two newspapers which renounced reformist image of the Donghak Peasant
Movement reduced their own coverage and began to reprint the announcement of the imperial
general headquarters. It is demonstrated that although sometimes seen as the first journalist
magazine, “Nisshin Sensou Jikki” had only reprinted the anouncements of the imperial general
headquarters from the beginning.

Keywords : Donghak Peasant Movement, Japanese media, Imperial general, headquarters
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