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In Pursuit of Livelihood: Significance of Cash from Tourists to Local

People’s Livelihood in Ethiopia

I was in South Omo Zone of Ethiopia for
three weeks in the months of August through
September of 2017 to conduct my preliminary
research for my Ph.D. dissertation. Two
women heads of households were selected in
two villages.

Ms. Mare (individual names are pseudonym

hereinafter) lives in village A, approximately

Azeb GirmAT*

3 km away from the zonal city of Jinka in
South Omo Zone. Mr. Degefe, the chair
of a local tourist guide association called
“New-Future for Tomorrow’s Humanity,”
introduced me to Ms. Mare as one of the
households visited by tourists in the village.

She agreed to host me to conduct my research

to understand how tourism sector contribute

* Graduate School of Asian and African Area Studies, Kyoto University
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