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RBBWDY v h v mbNTWwa, £ v FTREY v ADRIFICOWTRD kI 215
BMEES N TV 5,

BOUS 72 EE TV RRDOFETH 2, S — F 2 (Dadok) ED Y ¥ ) E
(King Uttrayana) 3= #' % (Magadha) EDE v 4 —F F (King Bimbisara) |2,
BEAHOLY F27LE VLA, MZ2E8ELASLwDh, LEVEY—FE
DA TS &, KRR AMROHEGEZZL H 76 XD TlEy &7 PN 2%
L7z, EVEY =7 EIFEERMCAFEOBRZHC 22wk, LaL, {AFEOH
MNP HED DR L WD, i B IZEHTE o7, Lok {fEod
oS 2R L AR DR T2 i 720D 5 v A2 L Sbitd [Sangyay 1984:
31-37; McGuckin1996: 321,

DL EDAEHID & T{AFEDF (the reflection of Buddha) ; [McGuckin 1996:32] & L CTH ¥
VARV EFRO I LR I ETELRES I, SHICHELETHLIHMHAT S
W, HBEHE & v A3, FERRE (thik rsta) &\ ) FELTE DN EICHE > THIMET 2
TEDERINDG, FERLID DI HARD#, 7210 Th L AMEREMILL 72 b D (the
embodiment of Buddha) | T&% % & &1 % [McGuckin 1996: 32], 7272, B % v 4 &
Vo TH, HBOELLEDLTIMEAONTELLD TR, L REEINEE LIRA
RSN TELDDTH B,

HMLd U, ERRICE S TRRICHES Ny v ADPEIETH D, 2 ZicHilx
DR S P AFENMtIED E Z 5, Lol v A DIERZHIRTIE, B4 2RO
L7 EDHOEDICR S, S HICHHEL 70 2 JERFEAARDIEL IR 4 2 8 2 2\ TR
FNIHDTHD, ZORZETTUTOHITHS DI L2\,

3-2 B & ERRE

BiED s v AL, Mirn s 8k () OBELE, HBX, TRoOMEVLORELR L
Ik oT, 27— (newar) B, F =7 (bye'n) BEX, X~V () IR (smanris) ',
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gt ensg, 20T, 27—k, Fo okl EEF 2 v U RKoEKIZIZIE
HEL7-X 9T, VWG TRHE D HrThwv, BE, 79 OFREBIET 525 A D
KPFRA VYRR, Fhx v VR Z S LI LT L7 HT A >V (sman bris gsar ma)? B
KDbDTH 2, HMIFRIZEFEL CBRBD, HIBKHNDFHED RN237 )L 7 IR L
BRI HIEDZDEND D EHETE S,

10 sman ris 3 AIZE D AT 2> LAIZE O HEH sman EFRIRICHYS T 25 HE s 16 252 5HETH 5,
% 72 sman (thang pa) lugs (X ¥ (¥ 20%) Oif) L bWENS [¥ v 7Y v 2006:101],

11 & %\ 1d mkhyen brste DR LIS [+ 7 Y ¥ 2006: 131],

12 FAVIRRE, Ve r e Fa— Ay F ey It AR E D LI L TRz N kAT
b5,
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Z U NFF Ry MABOGBMS AT L2 HRT 2 EELEZRTH D, Xy MARDII
MICEEINTRITOh, BRLTEZ, NHIKIA, A—JHOEHMT T4 —> v
FFRy MERFLA R YOEFFIEL, FRy b TAHYLAIREVCT, FXy MAZKOEH
ZR o7, ZOBPFTHEL LOERNEZRERL 72 F Xy MABIZE AR ESK L7z, Y4
i, 774 =3 2328 =VOBAICHL Y v % 3KMEo7, Z2oho 1Ko T
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72 S — 7R E R T 720, FXy MABDA v FAB & BARBIR % 55 A 72 5E LD —>
LA IND [T 2006: 102-104],

Fo, ZORHHICIZ TR TR, FXXy FDOd 5w 3 3biEEIC A > F3efbashd
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) KRB E 6 DOWHICTIT oD, o, AMROBHRITHT 2 HGIXEY D 7-
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BoTw2), TEEHRBBESS VT ED LI TH B, Lo, THBELATICEL o
TEVFEDLITHL) BEDRBDHIF SN D [ 2006:89-90].,
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7 = WERRIZ AR O ) 28— VDR A7z b BT R B 72, Mg, L4 >~ F %
L7z 8= 720, REDBAIZF Xy MicHBEWTIEFZ L, 4 v F1 6%
oz E itk F Ry b, Y — Y7y —HIXANEZ [P 7 V¥ 2006:
70], WRFE YV INVHBEDOLF 2R F v IRIE, T — - Y 7V —HIX TR OB 2 R
5, BE L D27 =R EMMZED EF 7, £, 27— R0 EEL2 %), 14
il OKFfzMiF =7 (Bye'n) & TF vk, 2w, BIE, > A2V 2 icdTon
7YX PRICEB VT, F o U OBESEE TE 5,

15 AL DIfE, F Xy MABKDOEFIRICIEHF & VMR E, ¥ v A1k 2 oz
ez gt Ensd, FILZIRIZEHITH S X7 b » 7 (Sman thang pa sman bla don
grub) =S VA (Mkhyen brste chen mo) Z#E# L., A VU & ¥ = v U DME
mz % CEM L7, AV 7 by ZI3EERANCH L s, 7V 7 IROSEbERGE. Eakicd
bz, —H., AXxaiRTlEFLh—%>—i5/A (Nam mkha’ sgar shis) IZX DA I N
7o =« HIVT 4 — R 2 Nk e L 7,
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ROBRFED X v F + oy ZIEHER O ERzml (CLEH) OfgE2 X Y RICEA L,
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by A P EOH T O BT o7 E WA BIBPEDL L Z Elcb o, X
Yo b 7T DF DT TR - AIESEE (Sku gzugs kyi cha tshad kyi rab tu byed pa
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L7z, vy v (Dga Idan chos khor). £ 73, T 7 VEFRIBO LT B7ILTIRD 6 K
FIEBBAA, RYTEPL/ VTV Vv ADERICHioNE Y v AlE, ZEAEX VYRR
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O H LMD AN « HNT 4 —DfRfiA AT < T 4 LA (Skar ma bde legs) DEFT
b5,

FBR L k130, BIED 79 TIEMOMIC7 > F (a mdo) X" 238172 224k
ELTROONDE, ANIFE»OTY T4 - 7= 4t ERii2 Bl 7Y FF v v
2N (A mdo byams pa) TH b, WIFVEHESEMORE L2 2T, BEENLGZNYDY »Hhz2ED
mo, NrF v T2 10 HPBRED S v A 2R L 72,

TRRAE Ay ONE [T 2006: 120-167] 123E0<, DLEDOFHH» SBH S 7% X 9
12, TRy MABRICE B R WEIEE L 72 F Ry b« U AICBWT, ZOHEIEM & phi:ix
RHEH AR > T0D, R, F VY ADOBELEZRY BT S K I 12, Z2nZ okt
BT, BRA B8 v ot ABINTE -,

10T A, FRy FTHIES N Y v A IBHERPICAME L V) HEL b, 42
PRI 2 S R PEE R Efll e L 22T, A VR A= L OFEZHELZITT
W, 2oBHEEL 27— AR Toa—h Ly v AKREE A5 b0D, Bl
IR S £ T, ZOKRAD Y v A Z2E5HEE 3D TH v, FXy MABOEI L %
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Y UHDRIET L, ¥ Al b s EEO LR - &R E0ZELb Ron
%, ZNETIMEZ TR WTV R Y AT, 15 RRIC R > Th o, Bl Sr#p,
R, T FEEL L THirNnb L) Ihot, IHICFRy FOERPEYEGHET S
Ty hbESND k) IChot, MWHRRICESTH S, ¥V AIMABEDOFELZ T TR
BOREDOHERZRIZH 20, WEEHOWEHEPLEREDER L ¥ v HIEH LT,

—Ji. EERIIBETIEY YA OEEEZ AW T 2R b EELAHEL SN, Lol
A VP o8 =)b, L PEEEMG E OB E R ERBEVSERALL b DTH S, %
22TV DPDN—= a YMFIET 5, ZDOHT, XV 7 by 7T kD Hatk - B
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Ay EBEEN S,

085



086

SORIEREDY — « v 7 —HIRORITOM T AR E TG, 2 NE LT 5712
RO LRMATI RS 5 L BZ SN B S,
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HE1 20134 a2 brBh (FEEIRE 20138 H)

7Y OV T 2 T 7 v F Tk, BEF Ry MEDOTH 1 HICEXARIGES ~
A zFRT 2EAM b s, T 7 UFIE. 1416 . TV 7 IROBEMY x v A 3DEH
FPr LAYy Fa—Vx F—UFUICEk ORI, FLZIROBAILE LTH%
FE Tz,

FNIIROHBFICE D, BIEHT 5L EYCELZ R CEL I T L0, HESF
Xy MgE6H15 H» 6 30 HE T, a2 onTw3, 7H1 HPBEDOHT
HbH, REnFhiclx, ¥ v 2oMREXZTv, BHOSHELZ%ZIT 5, BELLIFH
5I—7 N ERREFELHEL, MiEICSF), BhaAIC, T3 by (zho ston) &
Ry FETI=TIV FEERT S,

Pa brHEDIFFNy PTEAIATRVIZERKLITHETH 5, Bl LFmBELO—
MbdHsL, AREDENTRL-HbH S, COH, ZVDALITTIERLS, AaP
TLARREDHTTH SR> TS ALEE S,

BN 2 RFEHERH 8 R, 7272, BHII T2 A, 2V HOKEYD bigd . §TICREADA
DN TS, AXE, AfFPhriEE chzfv, 77 vFEALTroT»L,

FIYVFEDADIIICAS &, EFICHVCERH S, ZOHEICIH->T2031FE ENs L
VAV ANRHNY (Garuda) ZfIOCZERAZOBRICE N, ZOREZBZ 2 &Rl S
VHADERENRZTL 5, 7272, HIEEROH, KBADADNEATHT, 2265k
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REick2 &, T7VF0RMPHIROES 2T 500 Ee, 77 Ky v OEs—tic
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Do THELEMI- LR 2RO, TR, ¥V AIZBEN SO0 H —N=DR%L I
512 EFon, v hDENPPLTO8INT %,

HH1THONS k)2, Z v hDEAHICHE S O ERIMAIE, FOUARJED i Tl
AT & ANBTEERE . 28 FEEGRIEEDS . > T\ b, ¥ Y ADERITIZZ V7 IROBIHY £ » 5
RN, D T DBTTH AP F 2> - T2V F VA RDIBICH VT VFDREE
BT Rgyal tsnab 23S, ¥ v A DA RICE T 7 VRO Y v LAY v F 2 —Y x|
WDOTFIcZDy v AHHES N YIEDHEWTI 2 TH>725 54 - I= 131, SvF =z
Yo 0MRES, ¥ hD—F LICIIAR E A D TICIZEMEL, FYRFEAIED
Vo T 5,

ZHa -2, LERGOHZES, 2. BRGOMOBKRZE > TRRAEDHR S Z2id
DMEZ, LI 200855, YUhILkEDES L, SHEEIRLY EELP DY (kha
btags). F 7o {AMLAMEZ AN L 72 h iz ¥ v 21T 5, £CIC1a—2DA
X, Z U ADEITHWA D, TfEEME LD LT, #th 2T 5,

I A, OB A 7B ANL ICEKEZ 5.2 2, SR & ZMBAMEICHEZ &
NrKkchas, 7502 N5, ot L vyt b, S2EEELLIREE2S -
THK%EZIT LI ET 2,

Z U ADERED I HIHE (FXy FOEHED) OKES LBERIHRIESIND,
FHEDMEE 72 B RGO IFIZ T TIEEIZ KL ATV S,

YU hEBELEE, AclzEY . F7vFofAEBE2SET 2, SRNASES
oS T Lits, A& id, iz @zh. Vv (gling kha) 23 LAZDLT1HE
g,

S NDBRIERETHR IR AT ER D, BESRLEELERLL, 77Ky,
FA4vT Y, P TLDOEEOTT, EOOBFRBLIEASINS, YA ALD
ol THEHTUND o, Z L TREDY a b v 2FFD,

Ya b VRY)TRRAINLY VA, RELIFRELIFI>Toukvizd, FEholit)+
BBEORMTH %, 7B TE, BERRY UV AZIAT201E, T7VFDIED, &
THFERY IETH B, DOTC. a brvEDIFFRy bbb, B+HHZ2TTiTb
NDERIEA Ry PR o, SCEBFY (1966 4£-1976 4F) 12134, FHA% 7 4
DHRTITIZ L Eolz, FRY PAILEST, Toa b vBY)TY UV AISHET LI E
X, Ty MABDBHE) Lo oh, FEEMzmlT 2 —BE L ThiEMNIT o5,
o, FEPRNE G AT L EICE), Fy P AL E L Todirk
HIED B, HE\ T, THMNE Y v A L RONAE T 2 RN YV AIZDOWTELL TAH
72\

16 gling kha (35X FEET THEL, Z2EKT %, 2 CIEIMETT ) BEEEE 2 3 7,
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4-1 AHEDIRAE L & Zifift

5V ADEMMER E L THEMLE N ZF 50T 13, KRBOEOBEETIEZ (. 1959 4
DF Ry FEELEFTH o, MEE, BELCEL TR E NS v AR F RNy MAK
DFEHMD, PP EHDOREL A RV P RRERATERINS Z LIk 7 [Hf
2005], CNoDIEENIE, TRy MERICH 2HREORFN XA RET LI LN TE
721E0, F Ry MESICAEL FHE I W, HEFORL - FEEE2MELT LS E2
FLhHWNO D>k tEZ oS, YK, FUADEmeE L THHRLSHEHI D
. BZ 5 EMMMESLFHANEIC X > ToARTHR L, 2 IR E RERINZ2YEE, 28
BERTwu326THAI,

WIS L, 20 KRS, FRy b F U AIFABEEMNE L THTE=P 2 Y
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SNy U hiE, EMERD SHEHEZZT RO 72, Z OB IIBRICHE O ZMiTEICEO
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B v h ORGRMIIEZ D % 720 X OZHBUTIX, & > A0 TIPS
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DIV FIEIXNTA Y — b L, HIRXTHIfES ey v Az BRT 2R (Fs)
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DGR EIERT A2 L2 LT, & v A OMEdd: « BEUEMIC WL AT LT 2 INA.
2F D TEMiME PNEINTOED0EELZL 72\,

17 PEOIEWESALEES SR X, 23 A 2 DI EE S & s T 2 Lot e - i 27
LTH D, ERLALTITONSIED, FE, LV ERY AT L8R T w35,

18 BEMIE., FXv FEEEELEFEOMICAIET 2 BBEEE T Xy MEABMNRCRO BB O
BUCRAET 2% 2154, ZoMiXickw O, BEFk, BikEo 8#lh 6 9 FIDMEM IS %2 532 1 ik
CLZEMATH D, &> h, Hef, BEll, JIE, R, NF TR EDOTEBHEL TV 5,

19 Z v AfbAR, FXy ME6 H 30 HET# 1 » HEIC ¥ v 4 % TEIC T % il UG H) 2 4l §
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T3, 1ZEAEDRAMPHTOREFEZHL T, Z207d, TUEAZEDIVT
b) g EEo%k,

’& Y i ALTH J
I-hL
SUNER | 2 ] [ REPIRI
— J § —_— | wooum A%

-

(a)

IWIY29

M6 20K (FEFER)
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Changes in Tibetan Thangka :
As Sacred Objects Becoming Art or Souvenirs

Shinjun ZHANG

Keywords: Tibetan Buddhism, religious art , tourist , commoditization, Benjamin

Tibetan Thangkas, a pictorial representation of deities and religious subjects of Tibetan
Buddhism that holds significant religious functions, are becoming typical Tibetan Buddhism art
as well as important tourist attractions. This case study of Tibetan Thangkas in Lhasa, the capital
of Tibet Autonomous Region in China, stresses the dynamic commoditization in reference to this
sacred object, Tibetan Thangka.

To start with, I assess the Tibetan Buddhism boom that is taking place in China. Being a
form of representation of Tibetan Buddhism, Thangkas are pinning both religious and secular
orientations. The creation of Thangkas is not merely a devotional practice, but also an act to generate
merits for realistic prospect. Then, I have a review on Benjamin’s analyses of Western Art at the
Age of Mechanical Reproductions. His discussions concerning the cult value and exhibition value
of art-reproduction were pertinent enough to be used as reference when considering the changes
in Thangkas. I also summarize previous studies where images of deities from different religious
backgrounds were used as commodities, along with a few earlier works on tourist Thangkas,
especially those written by Bentor (1993) and McGukin (1999). They emphasized the existence
of “intermediate audience”, which consisted of the non-Tibetan Asian Buddhists and the non-
Tibetan followers of Tibetan Buddhism, and implied that this group of audiences was highly
concerned with the authenticity of Thangkas that helped tourist Thangkas to promote some degree
of adherence to traditional standards. Both works are very thorough and valuable. Yet, I would like
to point out that their preoccupation with traditional standards and steady authenticity has already
been deconstructed, since the tradition of Thangkas, which claims to be authentic Tibetan, actually
has elements derived from various cultures.

To prove my point, after the brief introduction about my fieldwork and the particular
circumstances of Lhasa in chapter 2, I focus on the connections between the Tibetan Thangkas and
the Tibetan Buddhism in history in chapter 3. Through the investigation of the history of Tibetan
Thangkas, I suggest that the “authenticity” of Thangka which consists of several different elements,
is changing slightly and constantly.

In chapter 4, I reveal the processes of Thangka commoditization and the rationalization
provided by Tibetans in Lhasa. Some of them were dedicated to make their “sacred Thangka” as
a unique Tibetan art. I investigated 3 events themed on Thangka in 2013, including “the Modern
Thangka Exhibition”, the Forum of Tibetan Thangka Industry”, and “the Contest of Thangka

103



104

Painter”. In all cases, authentic Thangkas far surpassed the single identity of sacred objects that were
produced for religious functions, and demanded exhibition value. The standards of “authenticity” of
Thangka is turning to cooperate with the artistic discourses. According to new standards, the tourist
Thangkas have been removed from the category of the authentic ones, however, as I explain in
chapter 5, as the local Tibetan Buddhists are becoming much more tolerant of the mass production
of Thangkas, the tourist Thangka is permitted to hang in the altars and become a sacred object.
Summing up, my data on the changing nature of Thangkas in contemporary China, suggests an

elaboration of Benjamin’s scheme from cult value to exhibition value.



