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Introduction: Remembering the Community:

Media of Remembering and Constructing Jewish and "Gypsy" Cultures
Ayako IWATANI
Keywords: memory, media, community, Jews, “Gypsies”

This special issue aims at considering the ways of remembering by those who have made
their group frameworks by taking in the looks of others, by examining remembering practices of
two communities, the Jews and the “Gypsies”. Both the Jews and the “Gypsies” have traumatic
memories of genocide by the Nazis. It has been pointed out that there are differences in the ways
of making groups, which include state building and collective remembering, by stressing literacy of
the Jews and orality of the “Gypsies”. However, there are different kinds of memory in both groups
such as tacit memory embedded in bodies, memory shared only among families and relatives,
memory following narratives to seek for minority rights and recognition, and memory in displayed
or collected materials which can go beyond a single remembering subject. This special issue argues
in what occasions and through what media of remembering these different kinds of memory
emerge and form community images by looking at specific cases of the Jews and the “Gypsies” who
live in different places (France, the U.S., and Argentina). Each paper of this special issue considers
various practices and media of remembering as attempts of those, who live in environments of
high mobility, to situate experiences difficult to share with others in partially shared networks of

remembered objects and remembering subjects.
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