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ZHI-RUISIDIAN W88 AND CHENGSHOUGUAN KR53 :
THE EUNUCH POSTS IN THE END
OF THE NORTHERN SONG

FUJIMOTO Takeshi

It is said that the eunuchs dominated the latter half of the Huizong reign, but
the actual situation is unclear. Some records claim that their ascendancy was re-
lated to government conducted through imperial edicts written by the emperor
himself (ff14%). I have therefore examined the eunuch posts associated with
the Xuanhedian EAEE, or Ruisidian 2B within the imperial court (Z£)
where imperial edicts were written by the emperor himself, and also the other
eunuch posts, such as the Lianfangshizhe HEsiff% at local governments and the
Chengshouguan #%E, established at many central government offices.

Firstly as the result of an examination of the Zhi-Ruisidian % 8 and Zhi-
Xuanhedian . EHIE, to which many higher-ranking eunuchs were appointed,
we see that the establishment of these posts was a part of the reorganization of
military officers carried out in 1112, and thanks to these changes, higher-ranking
eunuchs could enter the Imperial Court. And then the Wenzi-waiku SC54VE of the
Ruisidian, which was the management office of Administrative Documents in the
Imperial Court, received reports to the throne, and the Shichen i who were able
to write official documents that were released by emperor were stationed there.
Caozu i, one of these Shichen, was a famous writer of ¢7 7 who was discovered
by Emperor Huizong himself.

Zouma-chengshou A%, the predecessor of the Lianfangshizhe, had been
established in frontier areas and supervised warriors. Emperor Huizong expanded
their right to audit accounts of local governments and changed the name of the
office. The Lianfangshizhe later became one of the Jiansi %7l

The Chengshouguan X2 E were liaison officers between government offices
and the Imperial Court, and some of them dominated the offices they held. The ap-
pearance of this post made possible the concentration of information from govern-
ment offices at the Imperial Court.

All these eunuch posts were established during same period and improved the
capacity of the Imperial Court to administer the government. They did not advance
the interests of the eunuchs, but supported the system of direct administration by
Emperor Huizong.





