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Summary

Changes of Subsistence Activities and Rural Problems in Eastern Bhutan
-A Case Study in Dawzor village, Kanglung Trashigang-

Yoshio Akamatsu

Center for Southeast Asian Studies, Kyoto University

Modernization and development programs in the last few decades have deeply affected subsistence
activities and life of rural area in Bhutan. This study will clarify the changes of subsistence activities in
Dawzor village located eastern Bhutan, and also discuss rural development with considering current rural
situation and problems. In Dawzor, swidden was the main subsistence activity until the 1960’s. Since the
last half of 1960s, no swidden was practiced because of implementation of forest protection policy, labour
requisition order for development projects, expansion of settled dryland cultivation with cash crop and so
on. Currently, large abandoned farmland and empty houses were observed in the village. With progress in
materialistic economic development programs, large number of people has migrated into urban area and
farmers have also depended on cheap imported foods through economic market. As a result, rural area/the
village is losing raison d'etre in the society. On the other hand, some people start to shift their eyes on rural
area or agriculture with perceptions of tough urban life, unemployment problem, pesticide problem of
imported foods, etc. This movement will provide opportunity for reconsideration of raison d'etre of rural

area/village and new path of rural development standing apart from materialistic economic development.
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