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Can Marketization of Early Childhood Education and
Care Ensure its Quality ?

Tokushi OKURA

Graduate School of Human and Environmental Studies,

Kyoto University, Kyoto 606-8501 Japan

Summary Japan currently promotes marketization of early childhood education and care (ECEC) to meet
increasing demand, but critics express concern that market competition may degrade its quality. This case
study describes changing ECEC quality in a public hospital outsourced to private enterprise, to explore what
measures could maintain ECEC quality. It concludes that quality assurance requires regulation concerning
contract period, minimum price of outsourcing and personnel expenses ratio.



