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Possibilities held by “the place of dwelling” model of day care
The treatment place of “development” of “self”

Maho KONDO

Graduate School of Human and Environmental Studies,

Kyoto University, Kyoto 606-8501 Japan

Summary The mainstream of psychiatric care in Japan has been leaning toward the “goal oriented” model,
and this trend has been inducing disparity among, and alienation of, all mentally challenged individuals. On
the other hand, the “place of dwelling” model, which flourished before the implementation of the Service and
Supports for Persons with Disabilities Act, has been in decline because of the difficulty of distinguishing
between malignant establishments, often labelled “enclosures.” This paper attempts to investigate the complex
practices of “the place of dwelling” model, and make a distinction between this model and “enclosures,” as
well as to re-examine the current mainstream psychiatric care. Finally, the author ascertained a difference
between the “place of dwelling” model and “enclosures,” in terms of the attentive attitude of neighbors and
the collaborative nature of relations. Moreover, it was revealed that “the place of dwelling” model places
emphasis on “development” of “self”, and it is suggested to be of importance for today’s psychiatric care.
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