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Memory Representation and Spectatorship in Umimachi Diary
Elimination of Flashback and Parallel Looks

Hironori ITOH

Graduate School of Human and Environmental Studies,

Kyoto University, Kyoto 606-8501 Japan

Summary This paper clarifies the historical meaning of the memory representation in Kore-eda Hirokazu’s
Umimachi Diary with reference to the theoretical discourse, and analyzes its effect on the spectator. While
considering the memory representation of Umimachi diary, it is beneficial to examine Ozu Yasujiro’s
influence on Kore-eda. Kore—eda inherits from Ozu the elimination of flashback and the peculiar structure of
looking in which characters look at the same object, which is not revealed by the camera. In Section 1, I
confirm that the cameras of Kore—eda and Ozu have an impersonal presence. The non—centered perception of
the camera and the central perception of the human being are distinct from each other, and a film can cheat by
identifying one with the other. I argue that this idea allows both Ozu and Kore-eda to eliminate subjective
recollection scenes with flashback. In Section 2, I examine the problems involved in the use of flashback, and
analyze how Kore—eda and Ozu endeavored to avoid the issue, believing that it would constitute a compromise
of the artistic integrity of their films. In Section 3, I focus on the use of photographs as props. The films of
Kore-eda and Ozu feature few photographs on the screen. Therefore, I not only examine the difference
between photographs and memory by referring to Roland Barthes and Walter Benjamin but also demonstrate
the importance of memory in Umimachi diary. In Section 4, I consider parallel looks with regard to the motif
of photographs. When characters cast their eyes on the same object, the object being viewed is not important ;
rather, the experience of watching them together is significant. Therefore, frequent emphasis is placed on
memory resonance rather than real sight. In Section 5, I analyze the scenes at the beginning and end of the
invisible photographs to clarify the mechanisms where the disorderliness of the parallel looks provides an
experience of enlightenment to the characters and audiences.



