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Interiors designed by Adolf Loos
— with a focus on materials and their effects

Masashi KISHIMOTO

Graduate School of Human and Environmental Studies,
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Summary This paper reveals how materials are used in apartments designed by architect Adolf Loos
(1870-1933) as well as their effects. In Loos’s apartments, materials such as wood, glass, cloth, and marble,
form seats, walls, windows, and beds. As to Loos’s interiors, especially in his independent houses,
differentiation between the interior and exterior of the houses has already been studied, but the roles of the
materials have not become clear. This paper draws a comparison between Loos’s theory and practice about
interiors, and reveals the roles of these materials. First, from his essays, we distill his thoughts about materials
and then study the parts of interiors in which each material is mainly used : Wood forms built-in seats and
creates comfortable spaces, and marble clads the wall, improves the value of social activity in the house, and
clearly formulates the area for sociability. Finally, we show the moment in which the unity of space created
by Loos is destructed by Loos himself, and offer this moment as a new attract of Loos’s interiors.



