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Verbal classifiers (VCLs) have been much less studied from a typological

perspective than the category of nominal classifiers (NCLs), and even less in the
non-Mandarin branches of Sinitic languages, such as the Hui dialects;

In this study, I will introduce relationships between lexical aspects, grammatical
aspects and verbal classifier phrases (VCLPs) in Hui Chinese, analyzing the
similarities and differences with Standard Mandarin.

Verbal classifier structures in the Hui dialects display a transitional feature
compared with Xiang, Gan and Wu, taking auto-verbal classifier (Auto-VCL)
structures as examples (auto-VCLs derive from verb reduplicants in the verb phrase
[ VERB- (‘one’)-VERB]):
— Auto-VCLs in the verb phrase [ VERB-AUTO VCL] can code the perfective or
imperfective aspect in different types of complex sentences in Hui Chinese;

— More variety of auto-VCL structures is found in Hui Chinese compared with Xiang and
Gan dialects.
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1. An introduction to Hui Chinese  ETUDESIS (entre de recherches
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The Hui group i1s distributed across the southern mountainous areas of Anhui
Province, parts of northeastern Jiangxi Province and western Zhejiang
Province, and is spoken by about 3.2 million people in 16 cities and counties,
governed by the Old Huizhou &/ and Old Yanzhou ™} Prefectures. (Note:
The data 1s cited from Zhang and Xiong eds., 2012:146, Zhongguo Yuyan
Dituji, Di’er ban, Fangyan Juan ' [E1E 5 HEEEF 25 5% (Language
Atlas of China, 2" edition, volume two: Chinese dialects).

Zhao (2012:150, B1-21) concludes that there are five subgroups, which are Ji-
she i3k Fr, Xiu-Yi /K2 F, Qi-Wu #8524 F, Yanzhou /™ & and Jing-Zhan
JE 5

The Ji-She i/ and Xiu-Yi RE 4 are the center of the Hui area,
represented by the Jixi dialect 5ii% i, Shexian dialect ${-E: 1, Xiuning dialect
PR 721 and Yixian dialect 2.1 .
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The distribution of the Hui dialects ETUDES= centre de Recherches
(Cited from Zhongguo Yuyan Dituji Di’erban, SCIENCEG mmm linguistiques sur
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Table 1: Data in this study (19 dialects) are based on a corpus =] AUTES
that is extracted from existing publications in Chinese

LECOLE inatlco

dialectology and reference grammar books on Hui Chinese: sc|FncEsS

ETUDES =

SOCIALES
Sub groups Dialects
Ji-She 487 | Z®W4F Anhui Province:
(6) ARE A S Jixi dialect; HHEFRM F Jixi Jingzhou dialect;
SCE % Shexian dialect; $KE K iZ % Shexian Daguyun dialect;
SCE MRS Shexian Xianggao dialect;
#®1% 155 Huangshan Tangkou dialect
Xiu-Yi REE Fr Z#4 AnhuiProvince:
(5) KT HE Xiuning dialect; AT I1/7E Xiuning Xikou dialect;
2 EE Yixian dialect; B85 F Yixian Hongcun dialect;
{7 Tunxi dialect
Qi-Wu F8Z£ 5 Z# 4 Anhui Province:
4) #1714 % Qimen dialect; #5[1#51 57 5 Qimen Ruokeng dialect;
YL P545 Jiangxi Province:
Y5 E Wuyuan dialect; {¥32(H3R#F1 /75 Fuliang Jiuchengcun dialect
Yanzhou /i Ji | #fYL45 Zhejiang Province:
4) 2%} 7= Chun'an dialect; % /7% Sui'an dialect;
B{EJ7 % Jiande dialect; A £ 77 Shouchang dialect
Jing-Zhan # /57 | NONE
(0)

CRLAO

Centre de Recherches
linguistiques sur
'Asie Orientale
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2. Previous work on VCLs in Mandarin (1) ETUDES= contre de recherches

SCIENCES linguistiques sur
SOCIALES 'Asie Orientale

* Chao (1968): measures for verbs of action (abbreviated as Mv.)

— Chao (1968:615-620) lists 40 verbal classifiers in Mandarin and allocates
them 1nto three major categories, according to his semantic definition: ‘a
measure for verbs of action expresses the number of times an action takes
place’.

* The first category (Mv 1-18) may act as a cognate object that expresses
the action of the verb, such as hui?’ [7] ‘time’, tang’! 4 ‘trip’, zao> &
‘adventure’ and so on;

* The second category (Mv 19-25) derives from body-part nouns that
perform the actions, such as ba’’zhang 2% “a slap of the palm’, quan’’
Z “fist’ and so on;

* The third category (Mv 26-40) 1s made up of instrumental nouns with
which the action is performed, such as bian’’zi ¥f¥ ‘whip’, giang>® 18
‘a stab with the lance or spear/a shot of the gun of rifle’ and so on.
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* Paris (1981, 2013) analyses the different distribution of nominal and verbal
classifiers in the post-verbal position from the syntactic perspective, arguing
that even the surface structure of [Quantifier-NCL-Noun] and [Quantifier-
VCL-Noun] is similar, while their underlying structures are totally different.

[vp Verb-[nplncrp Quantifier-NCL]-Object]]:
(1) NCLP interpretation:

Mandarin (Sinitic)

7, = HHR

[vp chi*>[yp[ncLp san> dun’'] fan>']]
eat three NCL: meal meal

‘Eat three meals.’

[vps [vpr Verb-lycp Quantifier-VCL]]-Object]:

(2) VCLP interpretation:
Mandarin (Sinitic)
7, = i
[vealver €hi>[yerp san>> dun>']] fan°']
eat three VCL: time meal

‘Eat meals three times.’
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* My definition of VCLs in Sinitic languages:

— VCLs can combine with a quantifier to form the verbal classifier phrase
(VCLP) which functions as the complement of verbs, expressing a range of
meanings including the spatial scope, temporal duration, frequency, manner
and result of the verbs of action.

* The basic construction of the VCL in Sinitic languages:

— [vpy [vp; VERB-QUANTIFIER-VCL]-(NOUN)]]

in which the VCL cannot be in the same bracket with the noun since VCLs are
used to modify and restrict the verbs of action, and not to modify any noun
occurring in the Verb Phrase (VP).
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* Based on sources and semantic features of VCLs, I argue for the position to
divide the VCL system into three main categories , which are Noun Source
Category, Verb Source Category and General Category:

— The Noun Source Category includes VCLs deriving from spatial nouns,
temporal nouns (time measure words and interval nouns), body-part nouns
and instrumental nouns;

— The Verb Source Category contains verbal reduplicants in the structure
[ VERB-(‘one’)-VERB], object-morphemes in separable verbs [ VERB-
(QUANTIFIER)-OBIJECT MORPHEME] and the second verb in the verb
complex [ VERB,-‘one’-VERB, ] coding the result of the first action;

— VCLs in the General Category are frequency markers, such as x4
‘time” and D40 % ‘time’ in Hui Chinese.
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* Noun Source Category: using examples from Hui dialects

— (1). The spatial VCL derives from the spatial noun, indicating the
spatial scope of the action: such as the spatial VCL t/an’ 3% ‘field’ in
the Xiuning Xikou dialect;

— (i1). The temporal VCL including time measure words and intervallic
classifiers derives from temporal nouns, revealing the temporal duration
of the action, such as the time measure word 73° [ ‘day’ in the Qimen
Ruokeng dialect, and intervallic classifiers X214 | ‘while’ and XIE &/
‘While’in Hui Chinese;

— (111). The body-part VCL with origins in body-part nouns, indicating
the ‘agent’ of the action, such as 7a®’ R ‘eye’ in the Shexian Daguyun
dialect;

— (1v). The instrumental VCL origins from instrumental nouns,
indicating the manner of the action, such as t¢"io’! ¥ ‘gun’ in the Jixi
dialect;
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* Verb Source Category: using examples from Hui dialects "> TSRS

— (v). The auto-VCL derives from the verbal reduplicant in the structure
[VERB-(‘one’)-VERB], such as the verb reduplicant #a%’ 3% ‘walk’ in the verb
phrase ta’3i33ta’3 % —3% ‘take a walk’ in the Shexian Daguyun dialect.
Regarding ‘Auto-classifier’: Matisoff creates this term originally (1973:89) for
Lahu (a Loloish language of Thailand);

— (v1). The separable VCL originates from the morpheme component in the
verb structure [ VERB-QUANTIFIER-OBJECT MORPHEME] to indicate the
frequency of actions, such as the object-morpheme kon’’ i ‘nap’ in the verb
phrase k"u:2%3i’kon® Hfl—% ‘have a sleep’ in the Xiuning dialect;

— (v11). The resultative VCL derives from the second verb in the serial verb
construction [VERB,- ‘one’ -VERB,] coding the result of the first action, such
as the second verb #"iau’’ Bk ‘startle’ in the verb phrase xa®'i?3tiau’’ WH— gk
‘be frightened, be startled’ in the Xiuning dialect;

* General Category: using examples from Hui dialects

— (vinn). Frequency VCLs are used to mark the number of times of an action
takes place, such as J7 iC. ‘time’, BIAN & ‘time’ and D40 F| ‘time’ in the Hui
dialects.
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To sum up, the examples of VCL categories in Hui Chinese
are presented in Table 2:

Categories Classes Examples
Noun Source | Spatial VCLs tfap’’ 35 ‘field’ in the Xiuning Xikou dialect
Time Measure Words  i:2%3 # ‘night’ in the Qimen Ruokeng dialect

Intervallic Classifiers
Body-Part VCLs

sv32 & ‘while’ in the Shexian Daguyun dialect
kou?'# |1 *mouth’; quan’® % ‘fist’

Instrumental VCLs dao’’ J] ‘knife’; giang’ #& ‘gun’
Verb Source | Auto VCLs! xen*ixen WK in the Xiuning Xikou dialect
[VERB- (‘one’)-AuTo vcL] ‘smell and smell again’
Separable VCLs khu:a%3i%on®s H—5
[VERB-QUANTIFIER-VCL] ‘have a sleep’
Resultative VCLs xad i3 thiqu® W —Bk
[VERB- ‘one’-VcL] ‘be frightened, be startled’
General Frequency VCLs BIAN MW ‘time’; xi4 F ‘time’; 7anc 8 ‘time’
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Lexical aspects are indicated by different combinations of verb classes
(activity and semelfactive verbs) and VCLs in Sinitic languages shown
in Table 3:

Class Activity Semelfactive
Body-Part VCLs - SEML/ITER
Instrumental VCLs - SEML/ITER
Frequency VCLs - SEML/ITER
Intervallic Classifiers DELM ITER
Auto VCLs DELM ITER

— Note:

 DELM: Li and Thompson (1981:232) give the definition that ‘the
delimitative aspect means doing an action ‘a little bit’, or for a short
period of time, this aspect is structurally represented by the reduplication
of the verb, and this reduplication may optionally involve the morpheme
yi>> — ‘one’ between the verb and the reduplicated syllable.’

* SEML: Comrie (1976:42) gives the definition that ‘semelfactive aspect
refers to a situation that takes place once and once only, such as one
single cough in English’.

e ITER: Comrie (1976:42) gives the definition that ‘iterative aspect’ as

referring to ‘a situation that is repeated, such as a series of coughs in
English’.



4. Lexical aspects indicated by
the verb phrase [VERB-VCLP] (2)

3)

4

)

(6)

Mandarin (Sinitic)

B—= )L

xie> yi3? hui®l-er

[rest one VCL: while] pg;

‘Rest for a while.’
Shexian Daguyun dialect (Hui, Sinitic)
a0

ciei? i33 $¥°2

[rest one VCL: while] pg v

‘Rest for a while.” (Chen Li, 2013:118)

Mandarin (Sinitic)

e

zou2!4 yis! zou2!4

[walk one VCL: walk > while] g

‘Have a walk.’

Shexian Daguyun dialect (Hui, Sinitic)

]

thq33 {33 thq33

[walk one VCL: walk > while] pg; v
‘Have a walk.” (Chen Li, 2013:118)
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The Hui dialects and Standard Mandarin both use VCLs combining with activity and
semelfactive verbs to code different lexical aspects, such as the delimitative, semelfactive
and iterative aspect.

(1) Activity verbs combine with intervallic classifiers and auto-VCLs to code the delimitative
aspect. Let us next refer to examples from Mandarin and the Shexian Daguyun dialect:
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e (11) Semelfactive verbs combine with body-part VCLs, instrumental VCLs and frequency
VCLs to code the semelfactive or iterative aspect:

(7) Mandarin (Sinitic)
T—F
da2!3 yids xias!
[strike one VCL: time | gpupr
‘Strike once.’
(8) Jixi Huayang dialect (Hui, Sinitic)
T—1id
t5213 je232 §)22
[strike one VCL: time | qgp
‘Strike once.’ (Hirata Shoji, 1998:234)
9) Mandarin (Sinitic)
LR
da2!3 jiz4 xias!
[strike several ~ VCL: time | pgr

‘Strike several times.’

(10) Jixi Shangzhuang dialect (Hui, Sinitic)
FTIH ="~ stk
ta> ni sq?2 X0 tshe223 tio324tsei’> ni
[strike PFV three VCL: time] |z then run away PRF
‘(He) struck (me) three times and then run away.” (Wang Jian, forthcoming)
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(i11) Semelfactive verbs are accompanied by intervallic classifiers and auto-VCLs to code

the iterative aspect:

(11)

(12)

(13)

Mandarin (Sinitic)

SRIRIX A H A

lai’? xiw’~xiu zhe’! duo?!4 hua>> xiang>? bu?! xiang>?
come [sniff ~VCL: sniff] ;g this NCL flower fragrant  not fragrant

‘Come and take a sniff of this flower to see if it is fragrant or not.’
Chun'an dialect (Hui, Sinitic)

RAE e ZaAEE A
le#4s prom?* X0 tsho? i tud  x02% cia24 pa?’
come [sniff VCL: while] ;ygg TENT this NCL flower fragrant  not

‘Come and take a sniff of this flower to see if it is fragrant or not.” (Cao Zhiyun, 2017:320)
Jix1i Jingzhou dialect (Hui, Sinitic)

RAEALE IR AACEH A
na’3 phe3S~phe n’l  te’l xo» cio* p¥? €103
come [sniff ~ VCL: sniff] ;g this NCL flower fragrant  not fragrant

‘Come and take a sniff of this flower to see if it is fragrant or not.” (Zhao Rixin, 2015:294)
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* Hui dialects share the similarity with Standard Mandarin in this respect:

— The verb phrase [ VERB-VCLP] can incorporate the perfective aspect marker, such
as le | in Mandarin and #/o % in the Xiuning Xikou dialect:
(14) Mandarin (Sinitic)
s PG A s i

shuo>? le yi3? bian>!

say PFV one VCL: time

you?! shuo”? le yi? bian>!
REP say PFV one VCL: time

‘(I) said (it) once, and then said (it) once again.’
(15) Xiuning Xikou dialect (Hui, Sinitic)
PE i, S

kan*? tfo i2! pi:e’?

say PFV one VCL: time

iu#? kan* tfo i2! pi:e>>

REP say PFV one VCL: time

‘(I) said (it) once, and then said (it) once again.’ (Liu Lili, 2014:229)
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— The verb phrase [ VERB-VCLP] cannot include the imperfective aspect markers,
such as s7/%ka-le 7& ™)1 or s773mo-le 7& 4 1)) in the Xiuning Xikou dialect, or
zhe % and zai 1F in Mandarin, these are incompatible for semantic reasons.

(16) Mandarin (Sinitic)

*EEE =)L

shui’!  *zhe yi> hui’l-er

sleep *CONT one VCL: while
(17) Mandarin (Sinitic)

*ERE—2 )L

*zaid! shui’! yi3? hui’l-er

*CONT sleep one VCL: while
(18) Xiuning Xikou dialect (Hui, Sinitic)

W —1

ktuen®>  *s1'3ka-le i212 Xxa

sleep *CONT one VCL: while



LECOLE inatlco

5. Relationships between grammatical aspects ZZHAUTES CRLA O

and the verb phrase [VERB-VCLP-OBJECT] (3)

ETU DESE Centre de Recherches

SCIENCES linguistiques sur
SOCIALES U'Asie Orientale

The verb phrase [VERB-AUTO VCLP] combines with an indefinite object to indicate
the habitual aspect in Mandarin and Hui Chinese, Comrie (1976: 27-28) gives a
definition that ‘habitual is a situation which is characteristic of an extended period of
time, so extended in fact that the situation referred to 1s viewed not as an incidental

property of the moment, but precisely, as a characteristic feature of a whole period.’

(19)

(20)

Mandarin (Sinitic)
jiao>>~jiao hua
[water ~ VCL: water
yang?!4~yang niao?!'4

[feed ~ VCL: feed bird. INDEF] ;.5
‘() water flowers and feed birds everyday.’
Jixi Jingzhou dialect (Hui, Sinitic)
HEAEBIR, AR

Kkha35khg35

[everyday look after ~ VCL: look after
ky213ky213 £531

[make ~ VCL: make meal. INDEF] ;.5

nie?tehie’?

flower. INDEF] 45

ma’s,

baby. INDEF]
tie?3
MOD

‘Look after babies and make meals everyday.’ (Zhao Rixin, 2015:216)



LECOLE inalco
5. Relationships between grammatical aspects ZZHAUTES CRLA O

=
and the verb phrase [Vers-Vcip-Osiect] (4)  ETUDESI (e fe fecrerene:
SOCIALES U'Asie Orientale

* The verb phrase [VERB-AUTO VCLP] combines with a definite object to
indicate the delimitative or iterative aspect in both Mandarin and the Hui

dialects in my sample:
(21) Mandarin (Sinitic)
BRI AL
jlao>  yid! jiao>? zhe?! pen®  hua’>
[water  one VCL: water [this. DEF  NCL flower] pgrm
‘Water this pot of flowers for a while.’
(22) Qimen dialect (Wu, Sinitic)

kOOHFREEHEAE

1a53 phy#~phyn* 13 t942
come [sniff ~ sniff this. DEF NCL
xu:o!l cioll pe cio!!
flower] ;gr ~ fragrant not fragrant

‘Come and take a sniff of this flower to see if it is fragrant or not.’
(Hirata Shoji, 1998:296)
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The Hui dialects and Mandarin show similar patterns of syntactic behaviour for
the features of lexical aspects for coding the delimitative, iterative and
semelfactive aspects:

— The delimitative aspect is indicated by the verb phrase:
[ACTIVITY VERB- (‘one’) — INTERVALLIC CLASSIFIER/AUTO VCL];
— The semelfactive aspect is indicated by the verb phrase:
[ SEMELFACTIVE VERB- ‘one’ — BODY PART VCL/INSTRUMENTAL VCL/FREQUENCY VCL]
— The iterative aspect is indicated by the verb phrase:
[ SEMELFACTIVE VERB- (‘one’) — INTERVALLIC CLASSIFIER/AUTO VCL]

The habitual aspect is indicated by the verb phrase:
— [VERB- (‘one’ )-AUTO VCL-INDEFINITE OBJECT]

The Hui dialects and Mandarin also show similar semantic constraints on the
compatibility of grammaticalized aspect markers with VCLs. To be precise,
imperfective aspect markers are not compatible.

Next, I will show some interesting auto-VCL structures of the Hui dialects that are
distinct from Standard Mandarin.
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PART III:

GRAMMATICAL ASPECTS INDICATED BY
SPECIAL AUTO-VCL STRUCTURES IN HUI
CHINESE
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* Perfective aspect can be coded by auto-VCLs 1n a variety of head-final structures
such as the topicalized structure, relative clause and cleft structure in the Hui
dialects. This is a special feature of Hui dialects not found in Standard Mandarin
or in other dialect groups such as Gan and Wu Chinese.

(23)

* The auto-verbal classifiers code the perfective aspect in the verb complex in a
topicalized structure: [OBJECT NP-VERB-AUTO VCLP]:

Jixi Shangzhuang dialect (Hui, Sinitic)

AR UATA=:=S L)
a’Stsa?? fa223 tehi?35~tehi?32 tsa3d na3? no
I1SG lunch eat ~ VCL: eat. PFV REP come MOD

‘I came here after I had eaten lunch.” (Wang Jian, forthcoming)
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* The auto-verbal classifiers code the perfective aspect in a relative
clause: [SUBJECT NP-VERB-AUTO VCL-(NOM)-OBJECT NP]:

The following example is a relative clause based on Object Noun Phrase
Relativization:

(24) Jixi Jingzhou dialect (Hui, Sinitic)
Riznz (1) R
kn®3  tehie?*~tehie? (n¥?) teie?’ vo?l3
3SG cat ~ VCL: eat. PFV (NOM) NCL bowl
‘The bowl of food that he has eaten.’ (Zhao Rixin, 2015:214)
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— The auto-verbal classifiers code the perfective aspect in a cleft sentence with
patient topicalization.

— [OBJECT NP-FOC-SUBJECT NP-VERB-AUTO VCLP-NOM|:

(25) Jix1 Jingzhou dialect (Hui, Sinitic)
A 2 A2 21
) khuess i3l gghy213 213 VO35~vo n?
that NCL field FOC 1SG dig ~ VCL: dig. PFV NOM
‘I have dug that piece of field.” (Zhao Rixin, 2015:214)

(26) Jix1 Jingzhou dialect (Hui, Sinitic)

IRAR T RIEFBEF
31 pe2!3 th331 tsh213 ki3 kha35~khs n?

this NCL book FOC 3SG read ~ VCL: read. PFV NOM
‘He has read this book.’ (Zhao Rixin, 2015:214)



(27)

(28)
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* In the Hui dialects, the auto-VCLs in the verb phrase [ VERB-AUTO VCL] can code the
imperfective aspect in the verb construction [(VERB;-AUTO VCL)-VP,] in a subordinate
clause to provide the background information.

 This 1s also a structure not found in Standard Mandarin.

Shexian dialect (Hui, Sinitic)

B oA 52 e Sk vk

ti**  ka35~ka3s tshio313  sio?? tehi33]et 15
3SG talk ~ VCL: talk. IPFV then laugh INCEP PRF

‘He was talking and then began to laugh.’
(Anhuisheng Difang Bianzuan Weiyuanhui ed. 1997:526)

Yixian dialect (Hui, Sinitic)

BEEH M — MR E K

khaw**  khu:e3?~khu:e3? tfhaw? iei’kau®?*nan*
3SG read ~ VCL: read. IPFV then oneself

si:u3% tfPei>luaw*

laugh INCEP
‘He was reading and then began to laugh.’(Anhuisheng Difang Bianzuan Weiyuanhui ed.,1997:526)
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* The verb phrase [VERB-AUTO VCL] can be reduplicated ohce ltf\)LcEScEthe imperfective

aspect in the verb construction [(VERB,;-AUTO VCL)-(VERB,-AUTO VCL)-VP,] in a
subordinate clause to provide the background information.
» This is also a structure not found in Standard Mandarin, but it can be 1dentified in other
dialect groups such as Wu.
Shexian Daguyun dialect (Hui, Sinitic)

ISH BTGB EE WG

keiss kha214 thej33g)33 Kha2l4kha

3SG watchtelevision watch ~ VCL: watch. IPFV
kha?l4~kha khuon?!4tehiy33 lia
watch ~ VCL: watch. IPFV fall asleep PRF

‘He was watching TV and then fell asleep.’ (Chen Li, 2013:159)
Auto-VCLs in the verb structure can be replaced by the imperfective aspect marker DE 15

in Hui Chinese:

Shexian Daguyun dialect (Hui, Sinitic)
G AR 198 19 I

kei® kha2!4 thei33s)33 kha214 tei kha214 tei
3SG watch television watch IPFV watch IPFV
khuon?!4tehiy33 lia

fall asleep PRF

‘He was watching TV and then fell asleen.’ (Chen Li. 2013:159)
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e In this section, I have shown several auto-VCL structures and functions
that are specific to the Hui dialects for coding the perfective and
imperfective aspects:

— Auto-VCLs code the perfective aspect:
* In a topicalized structure: [OBJECT NP-VERB-AUTO VCL];
* In arelative clause: [SUBJECT NP-VERB-AUTO VCL-(NOM)-OBJECT NP]J;
* In a cleft sentence with patient topicalization:
[OBJECT NP-FOC-SUBJECT NP-VERB-AUTO VCL-NOM].

— Auto-VCLs code the imperfective aspect:
* In the verb construction [(VERB,-AUTO VCL) -VP,|;

* In the verb construction [(VERB,-AUTO VCL)-(VERB,-AUTO VCL)-VP,]
(also found in Wu Chinese).
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PART 1V:

CONCLUSION
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VCL structures in Hui Chinese share these similarities with other Sinitic languages:

* Lexical aspects with VCLPs:

— Only activity and semelfactive verbs whose semantic features are dynamic and atelic can
combine with VCLPs to indicate the delimitative, semelfactive and iterative aspects;

— The delimitative aspect is indicated by the verb phrase:
[ACTIVITY VERB- (‘one’) — INTERVALLIC CLASSIFIER/AUTO VCL];
— The semelfactive aspect is indicated by the verb phrase:
[SEMELFACTIVE VERB- ‘one’ — BODY PART VCL/INSTRUMENTAL VCL/FREQUENCY VCL]
— The iterative aspect is indicated by the verb phrase:
[SEMELFACTIVE VERB- (‘one’) — INTERVALLIC CLASSIFIER/AUTO VCL]

* Grammatical aspects with VCLPs:
— VCLPs cannot co-occur with the imperfective aspect markers;
— Auto-VCLs indicate the habitual aspect in the verb construction:
[ VERB-AUTO VCL-INDEFINITE OBJECT]
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The following VCL structures are specific to Hui Chinese compared with other
Sinitic languages:

* Auto-VCLs can code the perfective or imperfective aspect in different types of
complex sentences:
— Coding the perfective aspect:
* The auto-VCLs code the perfective aspect in a topicalized structure:
[OBJECT NP-VERB-AUTO VCL];
* The auto-VCLs can indicate the perfective aspect in a relative clause:
[SUBJECT NP-VERB-AUTO VCL-(NOM)-OBJECT NP];

* The auto-VCLs can code the perfective aspect in a cleft sentence with patient
topicalization:

[OBJECT NP-FOC-SUBJECT NP-VERB-AUTO VCL-NOM]

— Coding the imperfective aspect:

e The auto-VCLs in the verb phrase [VERB-AUTO VCL] can code the imperfective
aspect in the verb construction [(VERB;-AUTO VCL) -VP,] in a subordinate clause to
provide the background information;

* The verb phrase [VERB-AUTO VCL] can be reduplicated once to code the imperfective
aspect in the verb construction [(VERB;-AUTO VCL)-(VERB,-AUTO VCL)-VP,] in a
complex sentence to provide the background information.
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