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The “Politics of Buddhism” and Himalayan Buddhists’

Social participation in post-Monarchy Nepal.

BessaO Yusuke

Abstract : In this paper, the strained relations between the Tibetan diaspora’s monastic
communities and the Himalayan Buddhist society in the new environment in
contemporary Nepal are explored. The political deformation of Nepal had been caused
by rapid Chinese development capital while there was a great change in the political
architecture of “De-Hinduisasion” and inclusive democracy. The results of the survey
of the Tibetan communities and Himalayan Buddhist’s social organizations revealed
the two main aspects of contemporary Tibetan and Himalayan Buddhist communities’
social participation in Nepal.

The first was public participation through adult education. Today’s monastic
education system promotes the Re-Buddhicisation process to lay Himalayan
communities in the northern fringes of Nepal to revive the endangered Buddhist
identity because of the former monarchy system. This had been evident throughout the
era of monarchism from the 18" century until 2006. The second aspect was political
participation. Tibetan Buddhists opposed the influx of Chinese capital by the monastic
associations with which high religious cultural authority could mobilize the native
Himalayan Buddhists at the time of the decline of Hinduism as the basis of the
Nepalese society.

In conclusion, China is going to promote the development plan that made
Buddhism a core issue in the Tibetan-Himalayan border of the nation as part of its “One
Belt, One Road” initiative and “China Dream” policy. In this respect, I provide three
rationales for making Buddhism a “Soft Power” in China’s foreign/international
relations strategy:

1) The Buddhist monument development is only profitable for China.

2) Reasonable compensation for a cultural gap between East and South Asia.

3) Approaching national prestige as a “leader of Buddhism” in the broader Asian

region while controlling and defeating “Tibetan nationalism.”
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However, on the other hand, China’s official efforts toward enhancing its soft
power will face difficulties because of its own deeds, particularly those against refugee
Tibetan and Himalayan Buddhists, under western universal interest regarding the
“Tibetan issue” and domestic identity politics arising from the imbalance between the
domestic majority (Hindu) and minority (Buddhist).

F—7—F:pEA A= VBB BT YR AABOBIE. FXRy MAK
BE Az

Keywords : China-Nepal Relations, Himalayan Development, Politics of Buddhism,
Tibetan Buddhist, Social Participation
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(21 A B (BA{R53504., 20144 1 HF5) )

Category Place of birth Number
Tibetan (bod pa) East Tibet (Qinghai province) 60
Tamang Kavre, Raswa, Sindupalchok, etc. 59
Sherpa Solukhumbu, Lantang, Helambu, etc. 56
Gurung North part of Gorkha 39
Lhopa Mustang 31
Mugum Mugu 24
Tsumba Nubri, Tsumje 18
Dolpo North part of Dolpa 17
Jyamtse & Parpo North part of Gorkha 15
Drukpa Bhutan 14
Sikkimese (’bras ljongs pa) Sikkim, West Bengal, India 14
Ladakki Ladakh, Jammu Kashmir, India 3

(322 :BfB: (BafH%138%4, 20144E 1 HFEA) )

Category Place of birth Number
Mugum Karmalung 32
Dolpo North part of Dolpa 25
Sherpa Mugu, Dolpa, Solukhumbu 19
Lhopa Mustang 17
Monpa Tawang Tawang, Arnachal, India 16
Tsumba Nubri 12
Tamang Kathmandu 6
Jyamtse & Parpo Kathmandu 6
Drukpa Bhutan 5
Tibetan  (bod pa) Mainland Tibet 0
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