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THE ACTUAL CONDITIONS OF THE LANDOWNER-TENANT
RELATIONSHIP IN VILLAGES OF BA COUNTY DURING
THE QING ERA : KANGZU ¥i#ll, PIANZU %i#l,

AND THE ZHU-KE *% RELATIONSHIP

LING Peng

Previous studies of the traditional Chinese landowner-tenant relationship gen-
erally took one of three perspectives known as the ethical perspective, the class
perspective, or the economic perspective. However, each of these perspectives only
concentrated on one facet of the landowner-tenant relationship. Furthermore, due
to the limitations of the historical data, previous studies merely emphasized kangzu
incidents as the main form of landowner-tenant disputes.

In this paper the author uses the Ba county archive to analyze many lawsuits
over rents between landowners and tenants. He thereby finds that kangzu cases
only constitute an extremely small proportion of the whole while the vast majority
of cases are gianzu KA, kenzu $5%H, and pianzu BifH. in villages of Ba county during
the Tonzhi era. He then analyzes actual contents of the four types of rent disputes,
thereby demonstrating that gianzu means the arrears of rents, kenzu means arrears
of rents with inadequate reason, pranzu means refusal to pay rent using a fabrica-
tion, and kangzu means the refusal to pay rent and the denial of validity of the rent.

Although these distinctions among the four types were meaningful to the
people at that time, they may have been ignored in scholarship heretofore. There-
fore, we must adopt a new viewpoint in our studies in order to understand the im-
portance and significance of these distinctions.

In this paper, the author examines subjective consciousness of the landowner-
tenant relationship at that time in order to establish a new viewpoint from which to
study the traditional landowner-tenant relationship in China. He thereby demon-
strates that everyone whether landowner, tenant, neighbors and administrative
officers commonly interpreted landowner-tenant relationships as a kind of zhu-ke
(host and guest) relationships and dealt with related disputes in terms of zhu-ke
relationship in Ba county during the Tongzhi era. In a word, a landowner (zhu)
and a tenant (ke) understood and conducted affairs concerning landowner-tenant
relationship such as payment of rent, reduction of and exemption from rent, and
warnings under the ethical rules of the zhu-ke relationship.

Then, when viewed from the perspective of the zhu-ke relationship, we can
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understand the distinctions among the four types and various aspects of landowner-
tenant relationships. Regarding the landowner-tenant relationship as zhu-ke rela-
tionship is based on the specific history and society of Ba county during the Qing
era, but it may also present a new viewpoint from which to understand social rela-
tionships in China after the early modern period.

THE COMMERCIAL WORLD AND ITS ORDER IN CHONGQING
DURING THE MID QING ERA

TANII Yoko

This paper discusses the character of commercial activity and the social order
of the commercial world in Chongqing from the latter half of the 18th century to the
first half of the 19th century based on the Ba county archive.

Situated at a crucial location in the upper Yangtze river valley, Chongqing was
the home of many transport ships, transporters, brokers, hotels, and stores for rent,
thus the circumstances were ripe for merchants who wished to start businesses and
enter the market. Most of their businesses were jointly managed by a small num-
ber of people, called hehuo &%, and the amount of their capital was generally small.
Furthermore, as customers often failed to pay due to the custom of selling on credit,
we can surmise that their financial circumstances were generally unstable. Mer-
chants did not actively seek to extend their business, and instead collected their
profits as soon as possible and went back home or invested in other businesses.
Therefore, it was difficult to amass large amounts of capital, and it was common for
merchants to abandon their businesses even though they were successful. On the
other hand, it was relatively easy for merchants to enter the market. For these
reasons, we can see that merchants with small and medium amounts of capital
stood together in large numbers as new aspirants relatively frequently entered and
left the Chongqing commercial world at the time.

In the case of disputes among them, merchants first attempted to settle their
differences through mediation by neighbors or their fellow tradesmen. When they
did go to the county court, the magistrate generally commanded neighbors and
fellow tradesmen to investigate the dispute, and frequently it was settled peacefully
at this stage. Those who mediated were chosen simply because they were close to
the persons involved in the dispute, and had no other special capacity, nor were
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