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Dissolution of the Second Saionji FEE s Cabinet

——a study of the movement for defending the constitutionalism, part II—
by
Shird Yamamoto

This article is the succession of our preceding “ Japan at the End of
Meiji BY¥ and is a history of confrontation between the governmental
and the official clan factions for about five months in the latter half
of the Second Saionji PEE I Cabinet till its dissolution.

As shown in the preceding article, the greatest problem on the exis-
tence of the cabinet in this period depended upon the administrative
and financial readjustment, the plan of which was under way step by
step in spite of the interference of the official faction, and the stage
remained behind that Takashi Hara JES¢, chairman, was to carry it out
by the power of his political influence thanks to the backing of public
opinion. But the execution of readjustment is fatal to the official fac-
tion. Yamagata [11I%, who succeeded in containing Katsura #% into the
imperial court after the death of Emperor Meiji B, could not help
taking up the pose for standing with the government. Then, the pro-
blem came to be that of establishing more troops.

This article strives for explaining if demand of more troops is simply
a defece problem or an intrigue to overthrow the Cabinet, what the
basis of the government confrontation is, where the aim of the resigna-
tion in a body is and other complexed problems.

Resources of the Polar Lights in China and
its World-wide Importance

by
Mitsuo Keimatsu

It may be a widely accepted idea that as the polar lights cannot be
observed in such low latitudes as China, there should be no finding the

(324)



