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Dayan Qazan and His Milieu

——An Interpretation of the Mongolian Sources——
by

Junpei Hagiwara

The incomplete and conflicting nature of the available sources has
led to uncertainty and even controversy over the person and career of
Dayan qayan. Gareful comparison of the Chinese and Mongolian
records, stressing personality and the significance of events rather
than chronology, shows that the latter are overly centered on Dayan’s
consort, Manduqgai gatun, and distort historical fact in glorifying her
achievements.

The Dayan qazan of the Mongolian sources would appear to corrspond
to Batu mongke, but the historical Dayan gagan was actually the
younger brother of the latter, Bayan mongke. Their father Bolqu
jinong had already died during the reign of Mandugai’s first husband,
Mandugul gayan. After the death of Manduyul the family and its for-
tunes fell under the protection of Ismail, who succeeded in having Batu
mongke made qazan. Disappointed in her hopes to marry the new
ruler, the politically ambitious Manduqai settled instead for his younger
brother, and for several years the two factions stood in opposition. In
1486-1487, however, Mandugai and Bayan mongke gained the upper
hand, and in 1488 Bayan mongke was formally installed as Dayan qagan.

Mandugqai thus played an important part in the subsequent restoration
of the fortunes of the line of Cinggis; and in the attempt to glorify
her contributions the Mongolian sources have glossed over her short
period of eclipse, making it appear that her second marriage was to
the older brother, Batu méngke, and that it was he who then hecame
Dayan qagan.
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