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The Theory of Evolution in the Political Thought of
Japan and China in the Early Meiji Era

by

Peng Tse-chou

In this article I have tried to analyze modern political thought in
Japan and China, particurarly how the theory of evolution took its place
in the histories of the two countries.

Here, I must point out that by evolution I mean social evolution,
which was first introduced into Japan and later China at the end of the
19 th century, not biological evolution.

This is a comparative study of modern political thought, and I have
found it convenient to divide my conclusions into three main points, as
follows: '

1) Both Japan and China, in the age of an enlightenment movement,
were extremely fond of the ideals of British utilitarianism.

2) In accordance with Herbert Spencer’s theory of evolution, Japan
and China rejected radical revolution and advanced their reforms gra-
dually.

3) The theory of selection (survival of the fittest) provided a
stimulus for the formation of nationalism in Japan and China. This
nationalism was earnestly needed to repel the threat of the Western
Powers in order to bring about the independence of two countries.

The Wandering Shi-tai-fu -k J and their Purchase of Land
by

Masaaki Chikusa

Su-shin #lX (Tung-po Hh¥), a well-known writer and civil-officer of
the Northern Sung dto¢ dynasty, left many letters of his own. With
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reference to the letters concerning his purchase of land and the ones
which he wrote to his relatives, the author has here attempted to make
clear a social and economic aspect of the life of Chinese gentry (Shi-tai-
fu -&k3=) in his time.

Su-shin #&i8 was looking for land since he was exiled to Huang-chou
M, and finally managed to get it in Ch’ang-chou % by the help of
his friends and native men of influence (Shih-j&n = A). (On this occa-
sion, he was suspected of his unlawful deed in conspiracy with local
officials.) Since then, he never returned to his native land Mei-chou B/,
leaving his ancestor’s tomb and his house in charge of his relatives.

Such an attitude was common in the Shi-tai-fu -k class in Northern
Sung Jksz, who as Su-shin #Ri{ himself worte, aimed at good living and
their descendant’s success. We find in them a fluid part of the Northern
Sung Jksk society. At the same time, we should notice the fact that
there were many Shih-jé &= A who could not obtain the post of officials
and remained in their native land.

Making of the Common Law and the Part
Played by the Royal Writs

by

Yutaka Matsugaki

In this article, we postulate the making of the common law in the
reign of Henry 11, as unification of the principle in the feudal jurisdiction
with that in the royal or franchisal jurisdiction, and as regulation of the
feudal elements by the supremacy of royalty.

And this assumption will be confirmed, we suppose, by the facts that
the principle of “wnemo tenetur respondere in cuvia domini sui de aliquo
libero temewmento suo sine praecepto domini regis” (Glanvill, Tractatus de
legibus, xii, 25) was established as the result of commonizing of issue
of the “writ of right”, and that the transfer of all pleas in the feudal
court into the king’s court became to be possible, whenever the king
wishes, by the “writ praecipe”. These royal writs, being originally the
executive means, changed themselves gradually and customarily into the
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