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An Essay on the Keicho £} System
by

M. Kamata

I think the study of Keicho EiE was so inadequate compared with
that of Koseki =% in spite of the fact that both were the fundamental
institutions of the rule of the Ancient Ritsuryo State H{VHSER.

In this article, I will try to clarify the reality and the change of
Keicho system after the 8th century when, we have ascertained, that
system existed.

In the first chapter, I will demonstrate that, contrary to the recent
popular view that “ Daicho” ki was a different document from
“ Keicho” £11g, the former is synonymous with the latter, both of which
indicated the same entity that was composed of “ Mokuroku” H# and
“ Rekimyo” [E#4. And 1 will recognize that, in the Keicho system
after the Zinki %6 and Tenpyo RF peirod when various documents
like Keicho existed, these two documents were basically submitted to
the central government en bloc.

In the second chapter, I will demonstrate that Keicho systém was
launched by the distribution of “ Daikeicho-shiki” FEriEX and will
assume that, at this point, to making out and submission of “ Mokuroku”
in the former Keicko system, making of Rekimyo newly became to be
added. Moreover, I will trace the cause of this change to the tendency
to tighten the control of the local administration remarkably.

In the third chapter, investigating the provisions of Keicho in Taiho-
ryo RE4, I will support the conclusion of the previons chapter, and
at the same time, analysing “ Mulsunokuni-kokho-sonekicho” PEHREFE O
HEILIE as a material, I will assume that Keicho as the documents like
“ Mokuroku” actually became to be launched just after the enactment of
Taiho-ryo. '

In the last chapter, I will mention that the newly arranged Keicho
system after the first year of Yoo #%3 period actually pursued the
course of the simplification or the omission of “ Rekimyo” soon, and
further describe briefly the end of Keicho system.
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