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Secondly, with the aid of it, Bakufu enlarged its administrative area,
undertaking the constructions in the lordships, especially the embank-
ments and the river-improvements.

Hitherto, nevertheless, the very system has never been so much
highly esteemed. In this article, I would like to point, out the posi-
tive significance, taking the social circumstance namely the extremely
frequent flood-disasters into consideration. Furthermore, in place of
the former explanation based on the separation of the constructions into
Kbégi-bushin NE:EEs, Ofetsudai-bushin FFELEE Kuniyaku-bushin, 1
am-to present two forms of the construction, the first of which is
Ittogofushin —#fiH%EEs, which intergrates the natures of the said three
forms just as trinity. Then the second is Shiryonegai-kuniyaku-bushin
FAEBRE S in case that the lordships implore them to Bakufu.

Aftetall, T esteem the county-levy system for the constructions in the
Hobreki EJE period as the structural establishment by Bakufu of the
rescue of the individual lordships. In the transition of the policy for
the river-improvement, I find not only the proper counteraction to the
Bakuhan-regime against the crisis, but also a general survey of the
process of the corruption of Bakuhan-regime.

Imperial Policy and the Fall of Nien Keng-yao 363
in the Yung-cheng 3EIE Reign

by
Toshio Ohtani

In this article the author examines the political behavior of the
Yung-chéng emperor in the light of the proscriptions of Nien Kéng-yao,
Ts'ai T'ing #%%%, and their factions. The two proscriptions resulted
from charges of both factionalism and peculation, but differed con-
siderably so far as the specifics were concerned.

Nien Kéng-yao's crime was that he took advantage of his positions
as governor of Shensi-Kansu BRPGHE and garrison commander of Fu-
yiian 5% to extend the scope of his faction and that he bent local
administration to his own purposes. 7Tsai Toing, on the other hand,
had organized his faction with the support of regular bureaucrats who
had come up through the examinations, by abusing his censorial autho-
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rity. The reason why the Yung-chéng emperor prohibited factionalism
so strictly was that it tended to weaken the absolute power of the
emperor. It is also why arguments in favor of feng-chien #HE were
rejected : they seemed closely connected with the maneuvres of the
factions.

Nien’s peculation involved numerous devices such as arbitrary con-
fiscations, embezzlement of military funds, traffic in official titles,
bribery, and private trade, with his household clients (chia-jén % N)
directing the management of his property.

The Yung-chéng emperor, it is concluded, implemented a number of
financial policies aimed at restraining the self-interest of his bureau-
crats; he preferred as a matter of principle to appeal to their better
nature, but was ready to punish them when the appeal was disregarded.
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