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The Shan hsi (/g5 Merchants in the Ch'ing 3% Dynasty

by

Tomi Saeki

In Europe, absolutist government and urban merchants had interests in
common and developed with mutual aid. Similarly in China, the growth
of absolutism, since the end of Sumg ¢ period, had been supported
financially by the merchants. It was Shan hsi merchants that had
contributed to the growth of Ch'ing dynasty.

The one purpose of this article is to make clear how the Shan hsi
merchants formed an alliance with the dynasty and managed its public
finance, especially salt trading policy. The another is to analyze the
causes of their growth : that they gained monopolies and subsidies from
the government and consequently could expand their trading areas; and
they took advantages from their native country, Shan hsi, which held
a commanding position in the world-wide trade route and where many
dynasties and regimes arose.

But after the Opium War, the mainstream of the trade route shifted
from land to sea and there flourished the oversea communications
centering on Shang hai bifF. And with the loss of support from the
Ch'ing dynasty, they began to decline and would be substituted by a
new group of plutocrats.

The Reclamation of the Fens in the
Seventeenth-Century England

by

Koji Hasegawa

Reclamation introduces a sudden change into the landscape and func-
tion of a marshy region. The purpose of this paper is to clarify the
process of change in the reclamation of the English Fenland, especially
of the Bedford Levell. Many works on the draining of the Fens have
been done by H.C. Darby and other historical geographers. But they
have only given us abundant sources for reserch without exactly recon-
structing the cross-sectional landscape of each age.
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