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Awakening of Venetian Political Consciousness

in the Sixteenth Century
by

Mitsuaki Nagai

The purpose of this article is to make clear the cause of awakening
of Venetian political consciousness in the sixteenth century. After
1515, the Venetian patriciate devoted increasing attention to literary
projects intended to restore the damaged prestige of the state by
presenting the republic as an ideal political society, a conception which
contemporary historians have called the ‘ Venetian myth’. Gasparo
Contarini, the propagator of the ‘Venetian myth’, seemed exemplary
in his combination of the lives of religion, scholarship and service to
the state, but this harmony was probably not achieved without an
element of personal crisis. Analizing his personal crisis, this article
emphasizes the influence of Pietro Pomponazzi upon the political con-
sciousness of Gasparo Contarini. Finally, the author relates that Con-
tarini’s ‘ De magistratibus et republica Venetorum’ is largely a portrait
of static perfection and offers a Venetian expression of the conserva-
tive idealism of the age.

The Coup d’etat of Guy of Lusignan
by

Syunji Yatsuzuka

The First Kingdom of Jerusalem (1100-1187) had its closing stage
filled with the internal dissensions, which led the Kingdom to the dis-
astrous battle of Hattin. Generally these dissensions have been regarded
as the strife between the court party and the baronial one, and it has
been considered that the former was composed of the adventurous
newcomers and the latter the old-established settlers. But examining
it in detail, it is obvious that we can’t distinguish their factions simply.
The proper newcomers were only the Lusignan brothers, while the
Ibelins, who are regarded as the chief members of the baronial fac-
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tion, had a side of the newly-rising. Allied with the northern noble
Raymond III of Tripoli, the Ibelins were rising in this period, finally
having the expectation of establishing the Ibelin dynasty through
marrying the princess Sibylla. And in order to stop this marriage,
there appeared Guy of Lusignan, whose strife with Raymond-Ibelins
was the main factor in those dissensions.

The Office of Vizier in the First Half
of the Fatimids in Egypt

by
Takashi Uhara

The Fatimids, after the conquest of Egypt, set up the centralized
administrative machinery, and then the office of vizier was founded for
attending to political affairs. Afterward this office changed its charac-
ter, when Badr al-Jamili took office in the period of the caliph Al-
Mustansir. This article aims at elucidating the actual conditions of
the office of vizier in the first half of the dynasty. The real power
of vizier fluctuated and its position was precarious, so far as we see
the changes after its foundation. But throughout the first half it was
characterized by the invariable facts; the office was occupied by the
professional bureaucracy and its competence was restricted to admini-
strative affairs. And the duties of vizier, as a head of the central
government, corresponded to the requirements of the objective cir-
cumstances, and so, on the one hand, functioned as “intermediary”
between the caliph and his subject, on the other, dealt with the super-
vision and the direction of the various spheres such as finance, military
administration, civil administration, diplomacy, and military activities.
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