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The Relative Values between Gold and Silver under
the Later Abbasid Caliphate, 907-980 A.D.

by
Keishiro Sato

We may conclude from several statements of “Kitdb Ta'rikh-e
Qomm ”, Miskawayh’s “ Kitdb Tajarib al-Umam” and other islamic
sources abhout the relative values of gold and silver under the Caliph
al-Mugqtadir (907-932) in the tenth century as follows:

1) the dinar was reckoned as 15 dirhams.

2) the gold-silver ratio was 13%—: 1.

3) the dinar of pure gold bullion having the standard weight (one

mithqal) was equivalent to 17 dirhams.
It was caused by scanty supply of legal coins by the government and
hoard of standard coins by powerful people that the civil demand for
necessary amounts of coins was not filled and a great quantity of de-
based coins was thus prevailing, so that it was inevitable to weigh and
assay broken coins, grains and ingots of precious metal and to calculate
in terms of pure gold dinar both in public and private accounts.

The Antique Maps of the Castle Town Kanazawa &R
by
Kazuhiko Yamori

In the fields of antique maps of the Edo era, studies on the manu-
script maps of the castle towns have been rather neglected, compared
with those of the printed maps. There may be two ways to treat the
antique maps of the castle towns. One is to classify them by compar-
ison, and the other is to inquire various maps of an individual town
historically, the way the author adopts in this article. He takes Kana-
zawa, the castle town of the largest han #. Among many antique
maps of that town, the splendid map presented to the bakufu ZEFF in
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1668, several maps made by Tuakesada Arvisawa & EE who was a sa-
murai of that ham, the precise survey completed in 1829 and some
others are important. There arée increasingly more maps in the nine-
teenth century. The author divides them into two parts, that is the-
matic maps and general maps, and furthermore subdivides the latter
mainly according to the degree of relation to the maps by Arisawa.
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