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The Fu-tséng BERE in the Han # Dynasty
by

Tomi Saeki

The fu-tséng, a custom that the material support is offered to a
family of the dead, dated back to the ancient times in China. For
instance, the classics such as Shih-ching 5%, Li-chi .3, and Tsho-
chuan Je{r demonstrate the existence of this habit.

Furthermore, the Han dynasty institutionalized this custom of fu-
tséng. The imperial power had been growing strong since the Chiun-
chiu %%k period, and the Han dynasty developed into the anicent
empire. Against this background, the emperor utilized the fu-fséng to
show the emperor’s favor to his subject. The dynasty gave a large
amount of money as the fu-fséng to its bureaucrats. It is mnot too
much to say that when one officer died, his family could make a fortune
of the fu-tséng.

This article meant to illuminate reasons why it became popular to
offer such a vast sum of money for the fu-fséng in the Han dynasty.
First of all, it can be said that the confucianism, the national religion,
brought about this popularity since it taught the importance of laying
heartily a person to rest. Secondly, we can assume that the intention
of the ruler may be in relation with that popularity. That is, it is
supposed that the emperor intended to conciliate great families who
rose gradually to be bureaucrats, by using the custom of the fu-fséng.

The Inzen B2E and the Rinji i&'s of a Different Form:

About the “ Onbugyo-sorotokoronari” [HHIZE{TAMED
by

Hatsuko Hashimoto

Among the palaeographs handed down in shrines there are some doc-
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