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Urban Politics in the Progressive Era

——A case in Chicago—-
by

Kosuke Shimura

Boss-controlled political machines during the Progressive years have
bheen generally considered to be the manifestation of many evils brought
about by such new phenomena of the late nineteenth-century America
as rapid industrialization and urbanization, as well as a large influx of
immigrants. The elimination of these machines was an overriding
objective of diverse groups of reformers at the time.

However, quite a different interpretation can be made if we look
at the political process in Chicago. This article argues that it was these
political bosses that first coped with the socio-political disruptions and
conflicts which were at the roots of the urban problems of the day,
and brought into the urban communities a certain degree of social and
political integration.

The urban reformers who launched fierce attacks on urban bosses
pursued more thoroughgoing integration of urban communities, social
integration primarily based on the Yankee-Protestant values and political
integration modeled on the system of business corporations. They failed
largely because they could not come to grips with the social realities of
a emerging pluralistic America.

In the meantime a new type of reform movement emerged that aimed
at restructuring urban society through extending welfare programs to
immigrant groups and promoting their participation in political processes
while refusing socio-political conformity as much like bosses. It seems
to be this type of reform movement that culminated in the New Deal
reform.
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