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The Chronology of the Decorated Swords
in the Late Tumulus Period

by
Izumi Niiro

The decorated swords which were worn by members of powerful
family of the Late Tumulus Period as a symbol of authority were
significant remains. In this article I discuss a kind of such swords,
the Tanryi- B#E or Tanpo- B\ ring-pommeled swords, and try to
clarify the date of them through typological analysis of patterns of the
Ryl # or the Hoo JAE in the ring and the Rytimon #3C on the ring.

The Tanryli- or Tanps-ring-pommeled swords excavated in Japan
have relation to the Tanrya-ring-pommeled swords excavated from the
mausoleum of the Paekche’s Munyong Wang B ¥ #% F and we can trace
the process in which their original patterns were getting out of shape.
So taking into consideration the date of the mausoleum of the Paek-
che’s Munyong Wang and the chronology of the Sué pottery associated
with the Japanese ring-pommeled swords, we can infer that from the
middle to the end of the 6th century the Tanrydi- or Tanpd-ring-
pommeled swords were most widely spread.

Further, considering this inference in relation to the chronology of
other decorated swords (for example, the Sory- ¥ ring-pommeled
swords or the Kabutsuchi- BE#t swords), the investigation of this arti-
cle will be useful for considering the conditions of the local powerful
families and of the military system in the Late Tumulus Period.
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