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A Study on the well in Japan
by
Takao Uno

Water is indispensable for human life. Especially when they settle
down and make cities, the problem of obtaining water becomes more
and more important. So it often happens that they make wells. In
this article, I classified the types of the well and assessed their dates.

Consequently, I can clarify that the well became populer since the
Yayoi 5r4: period, as a rice cropping one, and that four periods are
discernible as follows.

1) From the Yayoi period to the Kohun #1% period; the merely
digged well without armature was dominant though the wooden
well was used. .

2) Ancient Ages (Nava &R, Heian F42); the wooden well was
dominant.

3) Middle Ages (Kamakura §ff, Muromachi 5807). the stone well.

4) Modern Ages (Edo {LF=, Meiji Bi3g); the bricks well in addition
to the stone well.

Moreover, considering the diffusion process of new types and the

main diffusion areas, we can suppose other durations.

As to the diffusion process:

1) The diffusion of the wooden well from the late Yayoi perod led
to the dominance of the wooden well in the early Ancient Ages.

2) The decline of the wooden well from the late Ancient Ages led
to the dominance of the stone well in the late Middle Ages.

3) The spread of the bricks well from the early Modern Ages led
to the dominance of the concrete well in the late Modern Ages.

As to the main areas:

1) From the late Yayoi period to the early Ancient Ages; the
south of Kinai #/ played an important part.

2) From the late Ancient Ages to Middle Ages; the north of Kinai.

3) Since Modern Ages; the south of Kinai again.
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