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Institutional Consideration on the Ruswui-kumiai S55FEE 4
of Daimyo in the Edo Period

by
Kazuhiko Kasaya

The Rusui-Kumiais were the systems of information exchange among
Daimyos in the Edo period. Their existence has been already known,
but we have only a few articles mentioning their detailed activities.
So the main themes of this article are to find out many instances of
their activities and to confirm the facts.

In the first chapter, we classify these systems according to their
types and dates, because they were formed as a custom and had the
complex aspects. In the next chapter, we refer to the styles and the
media of their information exchange. In the third chapter, we inquire
into the contents of their activities.

The functions of Rusui-Kumiais can be devided into these three
points: the reference of precedents, the communication of political
information, and the conference and interpretation on the decrees of
Shogunate. We cannot overlook none of them so as to consider the
political and legal relations between Shogunate and Daimyos.

So, clarifying their functions, we make a survey of their meanings
in the constitutional history.

The Revolts of Sheze: {8 and Twuzei 4B
during the Late Ming and Early Qing Period

by
Toru Inoue

This article aims to make clear the characters of the revolts of
Shezei and Tuzei which took place around the right part of the Zhujiang
ZE{L Delta during the Late Ming and Early Qing period. Both the
revolts of Shezei and Tuzei had the character of a resistance against
the xiangshen #ih or gentries. Especially, the revolt of Shezei seriously
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damaged the gentries and destroyed the villages

Though the revolt of Shezei has been considered as a liberation
movement of the nupu X4 (bond servants), the examination clarified
two points. 1) The rebellious people were composed not only of the
nupw (private subordinates), but also of the diampu fHEE (field servants
who were private subordinates similar to the mupw) and also of the
other lower class of inhabitants in the villages. 2) The character of
this revolt was the composite of three aspects as follows. A) The
struggle for the status liberation against their masters by those such
as nwpu and dianpn. B) Hostility against the rich families which
neglected the reproduction and monopolized the profits in the villages.
C) The struggle against the rent as a conflict between the dianpu
and the landowners.

So, the revolt of Sheze: countered the xiangshen, involving the vari-
ous classes and comprising the manifold factors, which have not been
clarified.
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