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A rumor that Song Taizu %RA# was murdered and
Taoist temple Shang-qing-Tai-ping-gong FERKEE

by
Hajime Otagi

There has been a rumor that Song Taizu was murdered, because the
process of the succession from Taizu to his younger brother Taizong
5% was not clear and all proofs that we have on this succession are
circumstantial ones. In the policy of Taizong for Taocism we can
detect further proof in which this rumor was certified as correct.
This proof is as follows.

The Louguar pai ¥ of Taoism had a base in the western suburb
of Chang'an 22 and wielded great power in the Tang period, but it
had declined since the end of that period. Song Taizong supported
this party unusually. Immediately after his succession an oracle was
disseminated, which said that the succession by Taizong had been
decided. Taizong built a magnificent Taoist temple for the god of the
oracle. Investigating this oracle we can get some evidence that leads
us to sﬁspect that it was made by the Louguan pai intentionally. And
we can consider that Taizong used it in order to rationalize his own
succession. This affair shows a political phrase of the early Song
period with Zhenzong #45's worshipping Taoism and the trend of the
bureaucrats from Jiangnar {LF§ outstandingly.

The Origins of Machiavelli’s Thought

——As Revealed by His Choice of Expressions——
by
Eiichi Shibayama
The paper attempts to probe the origin of the complex thought of

Niccold Machiavelli—and specifically his political outlook and historical
ideas—through the particular nuances with which he uses such com-
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