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On the “Funeral Superviser ” Recorded in History
by
Tatsuya Torao

In the historiography of ancien Japan we can often find the acounts
of funeral supervisors temporarily appointed when dignity died. This
papre persues the substance of such funeral supervisors recorded in
history.

The results are as follows.

1) Those funeral supervisors were not in accordance with the provision
in Tatho k52 and Yoro 3% code which established funeral supervisors.
2) Substantially they were a chairman or vice-chairman of two commi-
sions: one was engaged in dignifying a funeral, and the other in buil-
ding a grave.

3) Ancient Japanese governors adopted the provision of funeral super-
vision from T ang, % but not the systematic Confucian courtesy of fu-
neral which was indispesable to funeral supervision. That is the reason
why none was actually appointed to supervise a funeral in Japan.

4) Instead of funeral supervisors, the two commissions were organized
in imitation of several commissions organized in case of Emperor’s
death or empress’s. This institution was peculiar to Japan.

The Making of the Covenant in the Spring
and Autumn Period

by
Tomomi Takagi

Hui meng £ has been studied at the view of political history. Now,
we consider it as the custom of the covenant among the monarchies,
which strengthened and ordered the personal relationship at each level
in the Spring and Autumn period. Being a more universal and custo-

(986)



mary phenomenon than in any other period, Aui meng is a very useful
material in order to understand the state of those days.

In this paper, at first I describe the process by which hui meng was
getting more and more customary. Next, I consider the ceremony and
the divinity in it. Finally, based on the analysis of the duties that Aui
meng caused among the interested parties, I make it clear that the
fictitious brotherhood was produced. In those days people coped by Aui
meng with the condition that the order, which was based on the blood
relationship, had been breaking down since Yin E¥ and the Western
Zhou PEFE periods.

Sir Walter Raleigh’s Guiana Design

by

Kumie Inose

Sir Walter Raleigh (1552-1618) is rated high in the English colonial
history in North America, but his expedition to Guiana has not been
duly appreciated because it was seen as a gamble in search of gold
mine. But there leave rooms for reconsidering it, in relation to his aims
and intentions in Guiana, by the different point of view from former
studies.

So, in addition to making researches in Raleigh’s major work on
Guiana, The Discovery of the Large, Rich and Beautiful Empire of Guiana
(1596), by analyzing closely his miscellaneous works, this paper brings
a focus on the following points: the reason why he selected Guiana for
his design; the detail of his idea; its limitation or the exact causes for
his failure.

From these points of view, it becomes cledar that Raleigh’s Guiana
Design was a strategic colonial theory in order to replace Spanish
Empire by English Sea ‘Empire’. And it is also recognized that, in
the early seventeenth century, Guiana colony attempted by those who
supported and inherited his design was the starting point of the history
of the British West Indies.
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