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The Land System of Han # Dynasty

by

Yasuhiko Satake

In my another paper, I provided the view that real size of 1 mu §% in
the land system of Shang yang vk in which 1 mu was equal to 240 bu
4z, was three times the size of the one in the old system of Chou FH,
in which 1 mu was equal to 100 dx. In connection with this viewpoint,
assuming that these two systems of the mu were converted at the same
rate as before and that they coexisted, I maintained that the imposition
on the land tax at the rate of one fifteenth during the Former Han
was imposed on the plowland of farmers, but the tax at the rate of
one thirtieth under the rule of Wu di B3 was imposed upon all the
lands that farmers owned. The latter implies, from the viewpoint of
agricultural production capacity, the last step of the move to an annual
singlecropping system, and from the viewpoint of the land tenure system,
the abandonment of the old system in which the state held a grasp of
the conditions of each farmers’ lands. The basis of social change which
began with the land system of Shang yang, was the spread of farming
with iron hand farm implements.

In the last chapter, we examine the system of Dgi tian {fSE as the
starting point of the development of farming with the iron plow pulled
by oxen, which was a new departure. And it was demonstrated that at
least at the starting point, the old system of mu was the basis of this
way of farming. In particular, the farming unit of the system of Dai
tign, which was thought equal to the area of 5 ¢ging ¥ in the new system
as before, was really equal to three farming units of 5 ¢ing in the old
system.
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