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Changes in the Structure of Kyofo ziif City
during the Middle of the Early Modern Period

by
Akira Tsukamoto

The city structure of Kyoto in the early modern period was based
on individual cho Wy. However, from about the last year of Kyoho Z{3
with the increase in nakama {P[] organizations and the establishment
of financial kaisho’s 7T, the members of the cho became independent
of the cho. Moreover as the tenants’ position in the cho ascended, and
so on, the cho structure was broken down. As a result, Kyoto was
thrown into confusion. The purpose of shinkinegai ¥iHiFH, applications
for establishing kaisho organizations, which occurred frequently in the
mid 18th century, was to manage this confusion in the city by replacing
cho with kaisho, which would embrace all of the city. It was also a
reconstruction plan for the city, presented primarily by those who had
relations to the nakama. In response the cho succeeded in restraining
this movement by making the unions of sockoe 48]. Nevertheless while
kaisho organizations had the character of providing relief to those in
the lower strata, the movement of the cho had a restorative nature
that repressed this group. But because in the course of the movement
the cho got a view that enable them to see the city as a whole, and
because in every cho its individuality and class character was weakend,
an urban social group which covered the whole city, was established.
After the second half of the 18th century, the ruling authority was
strengthened by coping with these changes in the city structure.
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