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The Zhuang Uprising and Background in Hengzhou
M and Yongchun xian s iEE in Guangxi
Province during the Taiping Revolution

by
Seiichi Inada

It has been pointed out that many minority peoples such as the Zhuang
participated in the Taiping revolution. This paper will attempt to discuss
how the Zhuang people acted during the period by analysing their
uprising which arose in the region of Hengzhou and Yongchun xian in
Guangxi Province, and which was connected with Dachengguo K E
afterwards.

In the late Ming and early Qing, the Zhuang people had the Han
people pay their taxes because the Zhuang people did not like to be in
direct contact with the government. However, as time went by, the
Han people started regarding themselves as landowners and the Zhuang
as tenants, and gradually strengthened their power as landowners.
Therefore, in 1851 the Zhuang people rose against the Han people for
taking away their ownership of the land, but the Han people and the
Qing government, which favored the Han people took it only as a “rent
revolt.” The Zhuang people drove the landowners away by force and
they realized their demands by paying their taxes directly to Dachengguo
which had come into the region in 1857.

In this struggle, we have to remark that the Zhuang people’s folk
tradition formed the roots of the revolt. At the same time, a certain
degree of “Han-ization” ——not the educational one imposed by the
government, but one which was obtained through cultural exchanges
with the guest people of the Han—— played a big role.
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