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Herat in the Early Sixteenth Century
——Under the Reign of Two Rising Dynasties——

by
Kazuyuki Kubo

In the early sixteenth century, the Shaybzanid dynasty and the Safawid
dynasty in turn governed one of the biggest cities in the Eastern Islamic
World, Herat. It is thought that both dynasties had a similar organization
at the beginning. But an analysis of two questions: how each dynasty
began to control Herat, and how Herat’'s main notables coped with each,
shows that there was much difference between the two. The Shaybanid
dynasty devoted itself to increasing its wealth, and so, oppressed Herat’s
population. On the other hand, the Safawid dynasty caused religious
problems, and had important effects on the status and behavior of the
main notables in Herat. But it had no unified policy toward them.
The common feature of both dynasties was that Iranian officials within
the court played an important role.
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