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The Sen % of the Nara Period
by
Shinji Yoshikawa

This article is meant to discuss some characteristics of the sen (&)
which appeared in the historical sources of the Nara period.

The sen is divided into three categories; “the sen of imperial
orders”, which were the manifestations of imperial intentions handed
down through the hands of the nyokan (LE), (2) “the sen of deci-
sions ”, which were the proclaimations of official settlements within
administrative circles, and (3) “the sen of authority”, which were of a
rather private character.

Among these three categories, the second one was closely related to
literal administration, sometimes taking the actual form of official docu-
ments. This was rather exceptional, because the administrative circles
of the Japanese rifsuryo (#£4) government, which hadn’t originally had
a system of written procedures, usually gave oral settlements to the
petitions from the side of the sakan (3=i).

1 also succeeded in reconstructing the communicative channels and
the methods of the sen to some extent.

In conclusion, the following points were made clear. First, the sen of
the first category was probably disspatched by oral communication.
Second, however, documents which substituted for the oral sen existed.
Finally, these documents can be interpreted as the formal origins of the
senji (H'E) in the Heian period.

The Working Class and Their Autobiographies
in Victorian England
by
Ryo Sakuma

“The labour aristocracy” or ‘“the respectable working-men ” have at-
tracted much attention as the key groups in understanding British work-
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