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Cfficial Control of Rice (ping-tiao, F§E) in the Early

Qing : from the policy of buying up (cai-mai, B E)

to that of storage (cang-chu, &)
by
Susumu Yamamoto

Official control of rice was the most important economic policy in
the early Qing. It was intended to keep the balance between the
demand and supply of rice, in response to the increasingly developing
interlocal division of labor.

The provisions commenced on a large scale at the end of the Kang-xi
era. In the early Yong-zheng era, a policy was pursued whereby the
state urgently brought a large amount of rice into districts that where
short of supply in times of scarcity (cai-mai, ¥:8). However, this soon
proved to be problematic because of violent and frequent rises in the
price of rice in the rice-parchasing districts. After the mid-Yong-zheng
era, the emphasis of the policy shifted from buying up rice (cai-mai) to
the storing of rice in warehouses (chang-ping-cang, %F£) during the
moderate price years by the local authorities (cang-chu, €5 . Thus,
the price rises in particular districts were avoided. As a result of this,
however, ® the price increases became nationalized, and there were
arguments for the reduction of the cang-chu in the early Qian-long
era.

Although the reduction was granted, it was not put into practice.
The cang-chu was consistently enforced until the end of the Qian-long
era, with a steady increase in the price of rice.

These analyses make it clear that the Qing dynasty adopted the safe,
but wasteful, policy of cang-chu instead of the economical policy of
buying up rice (cai-mai), in order to deter the local authorities from
being de-centralized.

(827)





