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Thanh Hoba #{k group, whose homeland was the same as that of the
Lé emperors’. As a result, the Nam Sich inevitably trid to strengthen
their civil authority. In this respect, the competitive examination was
their only foothold, but as the examination was also controlled by the
Thanh Hba, steady progress was not easily achieved. However, the
increase of civilian posts by Lé Nghi Dan #2#E and the establishment
of the competitive examination by Lé Thanh Tén Z¢EEsz did enable the
Nam Sach to participate in the civil bureaucratic system and to play an
active role.

William J. Bryan’s Nicaraguan Policy
by
Sucryama Shigeru

William Jennings Bryan, Secretary of State in the Woodrow Wilson
administration, proposed in 1913, 1) to give a United States govern-
mental loan to Nicaragua, 2) to make private loan contracts made between
American bankers and Nicaragua easier, 3) to purchase the isthmian
canal construction rights in Nicaragua, and 4) to place Nicaragua under
a United States protectorate.

The historical implications of his Nicaraguan policy are two fold: first,
in order to begin economic development in Nicaragua and make her
strong as an independent country, he made an attempt to control the
private United States bankers under his “national policy” by directly
using both Federal Finance institutions such as public credits and govern-
mental institutions such as the Department of State. This in turn, he
hoped, would help to justify the United States expansion in Latin
American and open the new market there for American companies.
Second, his plan for the governmental loan was influenced by his distrust
of both the financial powers on the East coast and the European powers,
of which Great Britain was the most powerful. In other words, his
policy originated in the isolationism common to Mid-Western people,
who wanted to strengthen the Federal Government domestically in order
to surpass the East coast financial powers and internationally distrusted
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the European powers because of their financial relationship with American
big business.

Indeed his ideas, both the governmental loan and the private loan
control, seem to be in advance of his times. His policy, however, ended
in failure because of President Wilson’s foreign policy directives for
cooperating with Great Britain, the opposition in the Senate because of
lack of money and, in particular, his own limits as an isolationist
politician lacking the ability to understand the conditions of the time
and to overcome them step by step.
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