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The Waqgfs of the Nizam Family in Fourteenth
Century Yazd

IwaTAKE Akio

In early fourteenth century Yazd, a city situated in the central part
of Iran, a father and son of the Nizam family, who took pride in their
sayyid status, were endowed with large waqgfs. From archives con-
cerning these wagqfs, titled Gami* al-Hairat, the multi-faceted character of
the waqfs, both in terms of property and objects, can be understood.
The archives, compiled at the command of the son in April of 1333,
give much information about their forty-four waqgfs, but in this paper
the endowed institutions in particular are analyzed. These institu-
tions, above all the two madrasas named after the father and son,
contributed not only to the conditions of study and learning in Yazd,
but to the social life as a whole. It can be confirmed that Yazd reached
a high cultural level. The clock tower of the father’s madrasa was
symbolic. While the two madrasas played pivotal roles in the manage-
ment of the waqfs, they also served as mausoleums for the two men.
Therefore, it can safely be said that one essential purpose of these

waqfs was to perpetuate the people’s respect for the mausoleums.

Celebration of the Emperor’s Birthday in 1868

——Adoption of a Natioinal Policy during the
Formative Years of the Modern Period—

INnoUuE Katsuo

It is supposed that ceremonies in celebration of the Emperor’s birthday
(tentyosetsu KEH) were held in imitation of Western practices of
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