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Desert Ascetics in the Hagiographies

——Their Role on Social Change in the Late
Antique East Mediterranean World——

ApAcHI Hiroaki
Hermitic “holy men” or “saints” and their relation to social change
in the Late Antique Mediterranean World have recently become a focus
of scholarly attention. These men were the anticedents of monks, and
they became an important element in society, especially in the East.
This paper is an attempt to discover the social meaning of the rise of
these “saints” from hagiographical sources.

These hermits led ascetic lives in the desert or in the caves of rocky
mountains. During their practice of asceticisms, they experienced me-
taphoric death or the attacks and temptations of demons, but they
survived through the charity and help of God. In so doing, they were
entrusted with divine “power” by God. Villagers brought wvarious
requests, from the healing of diseases to the reconcillation of discord
among villagers.

The propagation of Christianity by the church and the state consti-
tuted the background of the rise of “saints” with divine “power.”
However, in addition to this, there was also an autonomous movement
of social redistribution within village societies in Late Antiquity that
centered around the divine “power” of ascetic ““saints.”
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