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Concerning Raishi of the Shosatsuyo-monjo
by
UgjyiMa Tamotsu

Research concerning the format of ancient and medieval documents
has long been neglected. This is particularly true concerning the study
of the envelope. It has long been recognized that the formal shosatsuyo-
monjo consists of three styles: hownshi, raishi and fushi. However,
because the exact characteristics of raishi and fushi have not been fully
understood, they have often been confused. A few years ago in a thesis
entitled “Raishi ni tsuite,” TANAKA Minoru put forth that what had
been known as raishi was actually a part of honshi and, he posited,
raishi should be identified more properly as “ kasanegami” This opinion
was supported by Mr. Tanaka’s experience and knowledge of ancient
and medieval documents. As such, this opinion was accepted as an
established fact without an further investigation or scholarly discussion.

In contrast to this situation, I have tried to investigate the following
points: (1) the choice of the type of paper of the shosatsuyo-monjo, and
(2) the statements in the Ukebumishosatsurei, Shosokujiteihisyo and other
documents on which Mr. Tanaka based his arguments. As a result, I
attempted to clarify the reasons that raishi should not, in fact, be called
“ kasanegami” as Mr. Tanaka suggested, but that it is correct to identify
it as raishi. Additionally, I pointed out that what is labeled “ kasanegami”
by Mr. Tanaka is actually derived from the paper attached to the
kudashibumiyomonjo not the Shosaisuyo-monjo. Moreover, I referred to
the envelope of the Shosatsuyo-monjo.
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