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Chronology and Recognition of Different Lineages
of Ritual Bronzes in the Early Yin-xu Period

by
NamBa Junko

This article will inquire into the systems of casting ritual bronzes in
the society of the Yin dynasty. Only bronzes of the early Yin-xu period
will be discussed.

From the late Er-li-kang period, there were two varieties of Jia vessels
which differed not only in regard to vessel form, but also in the designs
of the Tao-tie decoration. Because these varieties of Tao-fie decoration
can be seen in other types of ritual bronzes, the differently decorated
groups of ritual bronzes are labeled “ the detailed-line lineage” and “the
bold-line lineage.” By examining the change of designs within each
lineage, and by comprehensively studying vessel forms, the early Yin-xu
period can be divided into two sub-periods.

After analyzing the relation of the lineages and the techniques of
decorating moulds and casts, as well as by studying types of moulds
excavated from the palace area in Xiao-tun, then placing this material
within the new chronology, certain differences can be seen in the whole
process of casting that accord with the differences in lineages. Thus,
it can be concluded that the lineages came into existence because those
groups of ritual bronzes were cast by different groups of artisans.

The Board of Revenue and the
Regulations of the Board of Revenue
by
Tanna Yoko

This article attempts to make clear the character of the supervisory
functions of the central government in regard to its local governments
during the Qing dynasty, and to analyze the problems that arose from
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