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The Formation of Technocrats in Kuomintang China
by
Iszikawa Yoshihiro

The National Resources Commission, which was established in 1936
and led the heavy industry development through the Nationalist era
(1936-1949), has been generally regarded as a typical department manag-
ing state financial capital in Kuomintang China. However, when we
study the members’ list on the Commission at an individual level, we
learn that the Commission consisted of, for the most part, the best
technical experts at that time. A glance over their careers shows that
modern China produced Chinese technical experts as well as the Chinese
Communist movement. Those elite engineers began their social activi-
ties in the May Fourth Movement of 1919, as did the Chinese Communi-
sts. Under the pragmatist influence of May Fourth period, many May
Fourth youth went abroad, especially to the United States, to study
technology. Upon returning to China, they served the Nationalist
government, which was striving for economic development in the
1930’s, and they devoted themselves to the development of heavy industry
to counter the increasing menace of Japan.

With expert knowledge for the planning and enforcement of industrial
policy, such elite engineers could be called ‘technocrats’. In addition,
they maintained their own opinions of the national policy, and hence,
they were not simply technocrats in the narrow sense, but also modern
Chinese intellecutals, who shared common historical experiences and
their own points of view. This paper clarifies the character of modern
Chinese engineers who constituted the Commission. I will examine their

thoughts during May Fourth period, the activities of the China Engineers’
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Society that unified the elite engineers in the 1920’s-1930’s, their cautious
attitudes toward Japanese aggression, and the choices they made in 1949.

After a part of the Commission relocated to Taiwan with the Kuomin-
tang in 1949 when the Nationalist Government lost the mainland, the
economic reconstruction led by former National Resources Commission
members was continued as a national economic policy in Taiwan. On
the other hand, some members of the Commission remained on the
mainland, and went into the reconstruction of Chinese industry under
the Communist rule. That is they partly shared the Communist Party’s
ideas of economic reconstruction. To put it briefly, the legacy of the
‘socialization of capital’ or ‘negation of laissez-faive capitalism’ left by
the National Resources Commission succeeded both on the mainland

and in Taiwan after 1949,

The Establishment of the Monjo Tokugo Student Test
by

Kotou Shinpei

Since Momo Hiroyuki wrote “On the Educational System in Ancient
Japan,” the study of the institutions of Daigakuryo Monjo School, which
supplied graduates to the political and the literary worlds in the early
Heian Era, has not been improved upon much.

In Chapter I, I explain that in 728 the four courses known as Mownjo,
Mpyogyo, Myobo, and San, specializing in Chinese literature, Confucian
philosophy, law, and mathematics, were founded at the Daigakurys (the
university in ancient Japan). Admission was open to the petty officials
and the common people upon passing the entrance examination. In 730,

the position of Tokugo Student (the scholar) was created in these four
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