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Life Space in Contemporary Rural China: A Case
of Luhe County, Jiangsu Province

by
Kojmma Yasuo

The concept of marketing community that G. W. Skinner presented in
1964 has been one of the most influential models for studying rural China.
The concept treats a marketing area as a basic social unit, though it is
not so clear how the concept evaluates the village community subsisting
beneath the marketing community. Life space as a spatial base of social
life is essentially stratiform. The author pays attention to this stratifica-
tion, and tries to make clear interrelations between the life space and
the social life in contemporary rural China. Data were collected by field
work at a rural area in Luhe county, Jiangsu province from 1988 to 1990.
Luhe county is an economically middle class rural area in the province.
The investigated village where 28 households and 117 people live is a small
agglomerated settlement and a multi-lineage village. As a Cunminxiaozu
it succeeded to a part of former Production Team’s territoriality.

Since the responsibility system was executed for agricultural production,
strong family farming has prevailed in rural China. The village, however,
which is found on Cumminxicozi as a set of settlement and farmland,
performs some functions in assisting the family farming. These functions
exist because of the dual adjacency of life and production in the village.
The social interaction of villagers also extends beyond the village. In
many phases of life and production economic connections are observed
between villagers and a periodic market or a local town. The marketing
area which is a spatial expression of the connection is characterized by
its large scale and its inner heterogeneity. Through a spatial examination
of marriage, it reveals that the village has an exogamous tendency.
And although the marriage area of the village extends to within the
marketing area, analyzing the process of marriage, which is generally
arranged, the situation supposed in the concept of marketing community,
that acquaintances made at the market place directly influence marriage,
is not found.
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