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The Roman Empire in A.D. 238

——The Senatorial Opposition against
the First Soldier-Emperor Maximinus—-

by
MINAMIKAWA Takashi

In A.D. 238 M. Antonius Gordianus, the proconsul of Africa, rose
against the first soldier-emperor Maximinus. The Roman senate supported
this rebellion. After Gordianus’ defeat, organizing a committee composed
of twenty members, the senate chose its own two emperors from members
of this committee, With an indomitable will the senate resisted Maxi-
minus and succeeded in putting an end to his political power and life.

In this article, analyzing the senators’ driving force for this unity and
action, the author tries to clarify the significance of the civil war in 238.

First, the author criticizes the view of Dr. K. Dietz. Dr. Dietz laid
a stress on the consilium principis of the last Severan emperor Alexander
Severus who was destroyed by Maximinus in 235, and grasped the driving
force of the senate as the senators’ intention of recovering the politics
of Alexander Severus. The author of this article does not accept Dietz’s
interpretation of Alexander’s consilium.

Secondly, the author expresses his own views, which are as follows.
The most important strength of the senators was their accurate inter-
pretation of crisis, themselves being members of the governing class.
The knowledge of the crisis was instituted by Maximinus, who was not
only the first soldier-emperor but also the first emperor alienated from
the ordo senatorius. His rule broke off the principate as a senatorial
aristocracy. As the politics of Alexander had all appearance of a senatorial
aristocracy, the senators were deeply impressed by the change caused
by Maximinus’ personality and action.

In sum, the senators in 238 displayed the last remarkable activity as
the governing class in the history of the Roman Principate.
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