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The Transformation of Japanese-made mirrors
{F3s% in the Kofun ##% Period

by
MorisHITA Shoji

It is a distinct feature of the Yayoi #r4k and Kofun 1 Period that
various Japanese-made mirrors had been manufactured taking mirrors
imported from China as prototypes. This can be an important clue to
the understanding of the society of that time. But basic research needed
is inadequate. In particular, the chronology of Japanese-made mirrors
in Kofun period has not been setlled.

In this paper, I aimed to establish the chronology of Japanese-made
mirrors in the Kofun Period. First, I classified the mirrors into 27 principal
types based on the decoration of the central sections (PIX3#%). Second,
by comparing the decoration of the peripheral sections (4K 3248
corresponding to each type, I showed that various types had changed
in accordance with the transformation of peripheral sections in common.
I further set forth three stages of Japanese-made mirrors based on the
tumulus chronology, and showed that the transformation parallelled the
change in its distribution and in its imported mirrors assemblages.
This new model of the transformation shows that mirrors had various
functions corresponding to the variety of types, and these functions
changed in the course of time. This points to an answer to the question
why mirrors were in fashion in ancient Japanese society.
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