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On the Formation Process of the Early Modern
Samurai Ranking System

by
LEE Gyewhang

(Summary] This paper looks into the trend of appointment to samurai
rank and its distinctive features. Along with elucidating the formation
process of the early modern samurai ranking system by following its
changing nature, it also tries to educe the significance of the feudal clan
system which structurally commanded the samurai ranking system.

First of all, this paper makes associations between the process of
unification of the whole country and its authoritarian characteristics, and
the attaining of the samurai rank by appointment during the Toyotomi
political period, then analyzes and assesses it paying particular attention
to the appointment to the samurai rank of the samurai’s retainer.

Next, it also shows that appointment during Ieyasu and Hidetada’s
reign to the samurai rank was heavily associated with the Shogun’s
proclamation and his visit to Kyoto.

During the Kan’ei period, regular appointment became fixed and the
samurai ranking system which became independent from the Imperial
Court begins to develop, but the focus is particularly on the fact that
the court rank during the samurai’s visit to the Nijo Palace became the
basic framework of the early modern samurai ranking system. It is also
ascertained that it is during this time that the appointment and family
rank of the powerful non-Tokugawa daimyo became interrelated and
established.

However, the principle of the daimyo appointing to samurai rank was
not established until Manji 3, Kanbun 1, and it was at this time that
the ranking system and family rank system became interriated and the
early modern samurai ranking system was established. This kind of
samurai ranking system is influenced by the independent feudal clan
system’s limitation of the family system framework. Thus, the logic of
“loyalty ” spread through the governmental post promotion.

(945)





