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The Japanese Army and Navy and Continental
Policy after the Sino-Japanese War

by
KoBayasul Michihiko

With the first signing of the Anglo-Japanese alliance in January 1902,
Japan’s plan to partition Korea between Japan and Russia and expand
into South China (the “northern defense, southern expansion” plan,
adopted after the end of the Sino-Japanese War) became the “Korea-
Manchuria indivisibility ” policy, whereby Japan proposed to expel Russia
from South Manchuria for the sake of controlling all of Korea. At the
time, this policy of “Korea-Manchuria indivisility” and an offensive
posture on the continent represented two sides of the same coin. But
to conduct offensive operations on the continent, Japan, as an island
empire, required tremendous naval power. For this reason, the army
was compelled to accept a unilateral navel buildup. Because of the
imposition of the “external framework ” of the Anglo-Japanese alliance,
in other words, there was a relaxation of the friction between the army
and navy.

This trend became decisive with the first revision of the Anglo-
Japanese alliance in August 1905. Namely, army authorities held back
on thier policy of “ northern defense, southern expansion,” the Manchu-
rian Army curbed its aggressive plans for the administration of Man-
churia, and the navy compromised on its “island empire” strategy
(whereby it had argued against expansion on the continent), all for the
sake of the stability of the Anglo-Japanese offensive-defensive alliance
system. The perfection, in other words, of a division of power between
the army and navy by the Satcho clique after the Russo-Japanese War
(which circumscribed the political power of the military as a whole)
became a sturdy support for the Anglo-Japanese offensive-defensive
alliance system.
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